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1. Introduction 
There is obvious need to avoid deforestation in relation to economic and social considerations and also 

environmental considerations such as carbon, landscape and amenity. Reforestation after felling is essential 

to prevent deforestation, which would otherwise counteract the benefits of Ireland’s afforestation 

programme and associated public expenditure on afforestation, which to date represents a substantial State 

and European Union investment. 

 

This Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) describes the reforestation inspection process for felling 

licences. The policy framework for this SOP is provided by the following documents 

 

• Felling and Reforestation Policy 

• Standards for Reforestation and Felling 

• The felling licence itself setting out the reforestation requirements 

 

The proposal describes how the Felling Inspectorate will undertake site inspections to check that replanting 

obligations have been carried out in compliance with these documents.   
 

 

2. Objective 
The objective of this proposal is to ensure that all reforestation inspections are carried out in a consistent and 

transparent manner which is accurate and fair to the forest owner.  

 

A comprehensive programme of reforestation verification checks will have the following benefits; 

 

• These checks will help avoid deforestation; 

• Ensure that Forests are managed in a sustainable manner; 

• Support Ireland’s objectives in meeting its targets as set out in the Climate Action Plan 2019 
 
 

3. Legislative Framework 
3.1 Right to inspect and official identification 
 

Under Part 6 section 24 of the Forestry Act 2014, An authorised officer shall, for the purposes of the relevant 

statutory provisions, have power to do any one or more of the following: 

(a) subject to subsection (3), at all reasonable times enter, inspect, examine and search any lands or place to 

which the authorised officer has reasonable grounds for believing that the relevant statutory provisions 

apply, including for the purpose of surveying or mapping any land for any purpose under those provisions, 

or for the purpose of inspecting any trees or timber thereon; 

 

(b) take any measurements or photographs or make any tape, electrical or other recordings that the authorised 

officer considers necessary for the purposes of any search, examination, investigation, inspection or inquiry 

under those provisions; 

 

As an authorised officer appointed by the Minister under Section 23 of the Forestry Act, 2014 (No. 31 of 2014)it is 

an offence to obstruct or interfere with an authorised officer in connection with the exercise of powers under the 

Acts and Regulations listed below. I 

  

 

a) Regulation 14 of the European Communities (Marketing of Forestry Reproductive Material) Regulations, 

2002 (S.I. No. 618 of 2002) 

b) Regulation 5 of the European Union (Timber and Timber Products) (Placing on the Market) Regulations, 

2014 (S.I. No. 316 of 2014) 

https://forestandtree.ie/custom/public/files/fellingreforestationpolicymay2017250517.pdf
https://wayback.archive-it.org/mwg-internal/de5fs23hu73ds/progress?id=eoSaIp7q4uFUtGy4SJF5_j_gXg0kI_mTJYyKpYJ0CKU,
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c) Regulation 7 of the European Union (FLEGT Licensing Scheme for Imports of Timber) Regulations, 2015 

(S.I. No. 251 of 2015) 

d) Regulation 64, for all the functions other than the functions under Regulation 70, of the European Union 

(Plant Health) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 459 of 2020)  

e) Section 3 of the Destructive Insects and Pests Act, 1958 and Orders made under the Destructive Insects and 

Pests Acts, 1958 and 1991 

 

An authorised officer, who enters on any land in pursuance of his power under this section, shall, if so required by 

the occupier of that land, produce his authority to such occupier and permit him to read it. The DAFM Occupational 

Health and Safety Management System / Safety Statement also requires staff to carry their DAFM identification to 

reduce risk of harm to themselves from members of the public and to vacate a farm/premises where there is a threat 

to confrontation.   
 

 

3.2  Health and Safety 

It is the duty of every staff member of the to ensure the safety, health and welfare of himself/herself and 

his or her colleagues in the discharge of official duties. Each staff member is expected to adopt a safety 

conscious attitude to his or her work, to be familiar with and to respect any general or local instructions in 

this regard, and to report any dangers or potential dangers in accordance the Departments Safety Statement 

published on eZone: 

 

http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/SafetyState

mentPolicyFramework.pdf 

 

A Departmental “Occupational Health and Safety Management System/Safety Statement” which is 

specifically related to field inspections has been published on eZone at: 

 

http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/FieldStaffR

iskAssessments.pdf 

 

A Lone Worker Checklist has been compiled for felling licence and reforestation inspections (Appendix 

14). Inspectors should ensure that they are in compliance with the items listed in the checklist before 

setting out to carry an inspection.  

 

Forestry inspectors undertaking duties described in this proposal should take account of the following; 

 

• Ensure that they have appropriate PPE (Contact Grade 1 Inspector for all PPE requirements) 

 

• Report any accidents or incidents on the relevant forms, through their line manager, and that to 

request that where such reports have been made to copy the same to the Grade 1 / Section Head. 

 

• Remain familiar with Forestry – Field Duties Risk Assessments document, the PPE required in 

different environs and the controls to be implemented to avoid or reduce risks. 

 

• Note the advance text notice system to allow landowners advise Inspectors of any known or 

suspected risks or hazards on a site. 

 

• There is a F-023 Form- a ‘On the Spot Risk Assessment’- which can be used on an individual site-

by-site / task-by-task basis risk to supplement the DAFM Forestry Field Duty Risk Assessment 

document. This is like the ‘Take 5’ checklist approach – where people take five minutes before 

entering a site to assess the risks, plan out their programme of work and ways to avoid or reduce 

risks from themselves - Stop, Look, Assess, Control, and Monitor. 

 

http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/SafetyStatementPolicyFramework.pdf
http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/SafetyStatementPolicyFramework.pdf
http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/FieldStaffRiskAssessments.pdf
http://ezone/intranet/media/intranet/healthandsafety/fieldstaffinformation/fieldstaffinformation/FieldStaffRiskAssessments.pdf
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• Please use advance diaries (Outlook calendar), recording sufficient details of planned journeys and 

locations so a person can be found if lost etc., and having numbers of relevant colleagues left with 

family members. Make sure these calendars are accessible to colleagues and managers. 

 

• Don’t forget to bring a satchel with First Aid kid when travelling at a remove from their car and to 

use / wear the PPE provided, as listed in the controls. 

 

• Check your PPE and where worn beyond safe use or damaged to order replacements through their 

Grade 1 and CC their line manager, and where the latter can then approve the order with Robbie 

Windle. 

 

• If attending a 3rd party business premises for the first time that they must undertake any induction 

training provided by the business operators / 3rd party business premises and to comply with any 

control measures identified unless they have a valid reason not to.  

 

• Note the DAFM insurance cover providers and documents: 

 

o State Claims Agency (SCA) – Confirmation Statement - General Indemnity Scheme (GIS) 

o GIS State Indemnity Guidance: 01. State Indemnity operated by the SCA – Overview 

 

These documents can be found at Please check  S:\Forestry Inventory Data\Coillte Felling 

Inspectorate\Health  

• Staff must familiarise themselves with other related H&S policies and guidance, including the 

DAFM Driving for Work Policy and information notices on Lyme Disease. 

 

Please note that all staff have a statutory obligation to co-operate with their employer in the provision 

of H&S training and as such, when called staff should make arrangements to attend such training. 

 

 
 

4. Inspection Procedure 
 

Reforestation inspections are carried out to ensure a licenced clearfelled site is appropriately restocked, 

adequately protected and maintained and that the conditions attached to the felling licence have been 

adhered to including those related to the harvesting operations themselves. This section of the SOP should 

be read in conjunction with the relevant sections of the Code of Practice for Managing Safety and Health in 

Forestry Operations and Standards for Felling and Reforestation.  

 

 

4.1 Preparation for Site visit: Print off documents for field inspection 

All relevant scanned maps, management plans or orthophoto maps that will aid the inspection should be 

printed and brought to the field.  Documents to be brought onsite may include: 

 

• Felling licence details related to the felling supplied by the Forest Service Felling Section. 

• Site maps (location map and felling site map) if not already provided etc. 

 

Before commencing any site visit Forestry Inspector needs to make sure that he has appropriate software to 

support site inspection: 

 

• ‘Field Maps’ App installed on mobile device for location tracking  

• Access to Reforestation checklist. 
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Coillte should be asked for the latest version of the Harvest Plan. This will identify storage areas for 

hazardous materials and temporary crossings. The latest version of the harvest plan for private forests 

should be also be brought on site for the same purposes. 

 

As with all field inspections carried out on behalf of the Department, valid identity cards and official 

Ministerial letters of Authorisation should be carried by the inspector and available for inspection, if 

requested. 

 

Coillte’s Forest Work Managers should be notified 24 hours prior to arrival at the site. Coillte can be asked 

to provide information regarding specific site safety hazards at this time or to meet on site for H&S 

reasons. In the case of private forests, the same should be done in relation to the forest owner.  

 

 

4.2 Check Number One: Harvesting has taken place within the boundaries specified  

The inspector should identify and inspect the felling site boundaries and determine that all of the felled 

area is within the licensed area (see the Replanting Inspection Report Check List).  Where possible, an 

estimate should be made of the actual felled area, if it is less than the licensed area.  It may not be possible 

to walk the entire boundary but check what is practical to check. If available, the drone can be deployed for 

this check to increase the length of boundary checked. 

 

Reforestation sites must be protected and maintained for at least 10 years post planting. While checking the 

boundaries also check the quality of fencing and firebreaks where they exist.  Observe and make comments 

on maintenance of drainage, weed control, fertilisation and filling-in of failures where appropriate.  

 

The felled area should be inspected to determine if it has been replanted, partially replanted, or not 

replanted at all.  

 

 

4.3 Check Number Two: Assessment of stocking 

The felled site should be appropriately replanted with a relatively even distribution of trees across the site. 

A minimum stocking is outlined in Section 3 of the Felling Licence. If minimum stocking is not present in 

Section 3 of the Felling Licence general rules of stocking shall be applied: 

 

• A minimum stocking of 2250 trees per hectare is required for conifer species.  

• A minimum stocking of 3000 stems per hectare is the minimum requirement for broadleaf species 

(with the exception of alder at 2250 stems per hectare).  

 

Check that the reforestation objective as set out in the licence application matches the species and stocking 

on the ground 
 

 

 

4.3.1 Plot size and number of plots  

Where stocking levels appear uniform in nature, the minimum number of stocking sample plots are 

outlined in the table below. Plot size can be either 8.0 m or 5.65 m in radius, with an area of 0.02 ha or 

0.01 ha (if 0.02 ha plots are not possible to establish), respectively (See also Appendix A).  

 

Area of site (ha) Uniform crop Variable crop 

0.5-2.0 6 8 

2-10 8 12 

Over 10 10 16 
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Heavy vegetation growth may necessitate the use of 0.01 ha plots.  When using the smaller plot size, a 

larger number of plots are needed.  This ensures an accurate assessment of overall site stocking.  

Additional sample plots will be needed in large sites and sites in which the stocking appears more 

varied/non-uniform. The number of sample plots must be sufficient to address site variability in stocking 

and crop performance. Inspectors must ensure that an accurate assessment of stocking is made for the 

entire site. 

  

4.3.2 Locating sample plots 

Positioning of sample plots should allow for full coverage of the felled site while maintaining the 

requirement for random plot selection.  Stocking plots should be in the net area to be replanted.  Non-

replanted setbacks buffers or exclusion zones (i.e. aquatic zone setback, road setbacks, archaeological 

setbacks etc.) should be excluded from the area in which stocking is assessed.  It is important to sample the 

entire net area, excluding windrows, but including site edges, areas of brush and slash, to avoid biasing the 

stocking results. 

 

4.3.3 Sample plot assessment 

Once the sample plot is located, the inspector establishes a 0.02 ha or 0.01 ha radius plot.  The inspector 

should carry out a tree count by species, while looking for obvious problems (weed suppression, chlorosis, 

deer browsing, poor drainage etc.). The number of trees counted is tallied and entered on the field sheet. 

Only live trees should be counted. The species distribution and performance of the trees in the stocking 

sample plots should be observed and noted.  This will allow an assessment to be made of stocking, species 

replanted and general performance of the crop across the site. A ready reckoner which facilitates the 

assessment of rectangular shaped plots is included in this document.  

 

4.3.4 Species replanted 
The replanted species should correspond to the proposed replanting species in the Section 3 of the felling 

licence. Deviations from the licensed replanting species should be noted on the report.  The inspector must 

make a determination if any species changes are appropriate. 

 

Regarding acceptable naturals/residuals, these may be either conifer or broadleaf species, which have 

naturally regenerated on the site or remain post clearfell and which are silviculturally and environmentally 

suitable for the reforestation site.   For example, natural regeneration of Sitka spruce on a Sitka spruce 

reforestation site would be acceptable natural trees. Natural regeneration of willow or birch on an oak or on 

a Sitka spruce site, respectively, which is suppressing and/or dominating the oak or spruce would be 

undesirable. Natural regeneration which is incompatible with the replanted crop due to large differences in 

growth rates/habits are referred to as “unacceptable” natural trees. 

 

The inspector must make an assessment as to whether a tree is an acceptable natural.  Clusters of 

acceptable natural regeneration, which would occupy only 1 replanting position should be counted as a 

single tree. 
 

 

4.4 Check Number Three: Minimum setbacks assessment 

Appropriate assessment of setbacks should apply during reforestation as per Standards for Felling and 

Reforestation regarding: 

- Water 

- Habitats 

- Archaeology 

- Public road 

- Buildings 

- Landscape 
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The drone should be deployed for these checks to cover a larger area. 

 
 

 

4.5 Check Number Four: Post-operation work assessment  

 

Site inspection should cover following post operations work checks: 

 

- All hazardous and waste materials have been removed from site. 

- All temporary crossings have been removed  

- Debris from drains, sediment traps and culverts have been carefully removed. 

- Forest infrastructure has been repaired 
 

 

5. Communications with the Forest Owner 
5.1 Formal notice of inspection 

The Forest Work Managers in the case of Coillte and the Forest owner in the case of privately owned 

forests should be notified 24 hours prior to arrival at the site. It is recommended that this is done by email. 

It is good practice to arrange a meeting beforehand if possible and if there are any issues to make a phone 

call to the manager afterwards to discuss these issues.   

 

Pre notifications of an inspection doesn’t exclude the possibility of an opportunistic site visit  (‘on the spot 

unscheduled’) when in the area. In these cases an active site is identified while travelling to another project 

area and a decision is made to take the opportunity to visit this site. In these cases an email can be sent to 

the forest manager if known or to peter.mcgloin@coillte.ie before commencing the inspection. Once back 

in the office the Forest Work Managers in the case of Coillte or the Forest owner should be notified that a 

site inspection took place. These inspections should be recorded as ‘on the spot unscheduled’. 

 

 

5.2 Reforestation Inspection Checklist 

The checklist set out in Appendix B should be followed for each site inspected. Where there are any 

breaches in licence conditions there should be a wrap up meeting on site with the Forest Manager\Forest 

owner, following the inspection if possible.  

 

5.3 Inspection Report 

Every inspection must produce an ‘Inspection Report’ which is completed in the office. The Inspector 

completing the report notifies the Felling Admin section that the report is ready for issue at which point 

Felling Admin issue the report to Coillte/Forest Owner, (See Appendix C). The ‘Inspection Report’ will 

cover any breaches of licence conditions and where applicable any remedial actions that may be necessary. 

Where DAFM requests that replanting/filling in required a ‘Statement of Evidence’ must be prepared by 

the Inspector which is then available for a replanting order if this course of action is taken subsequently.  

 

Please note the following in relation to completing the Inspection report; 

 

• Where there are no findings the Inspector enters the following in the ‘Further Details’ box – ‘No 

issues identified’. The report issues regardless of whether there are findings or not.   

 

• Where ‘No planting\Understocking’ is a finding then ‘Further details’ should include ‘The 

Department may follow up with further action as required.’ This allows for the issuing of 

replanting orders if required ie. when remedial actions have not been completed in the time 

specified or indeed before this deadline if the Minister decides.  

mailto:peter.mcgloin@coillte.ie
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The standard timeframe for completion of remedial actions is 9 months unless otherwise stated in the 

Inspection Report. Notification of remedials works should be issued to 

felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie and edward.okeeffe@agriculture.gov.ie not more that 2 weeks 

from the date of completion of works. Notification should include the date of completion.  

 
 

5.4 Statement of Evidence 

Some sites inspected may not have been replanted, only partially replanted or inadequately replanted due 

to poor establishment or post-planting maintenance.  On such sites the legal replanting obligation has not 

been met.   

 

The inspector should complete a standardised statement of evidence for sites or parts of sites not in 

compliance with the original felling licence and which will require a replanting order (See Appendix D). 

Taking representative photographs (e.g. breaches of felling licence conditions or examples of operational 

practice which are not in compliance with DAFM guidelines) of any poorly stocked area is also 

recommended.  

 
6. Equipment 
 

The following is a list of field and desk equipment required for carrying of field and desk inspections of 

files under the afforestation schemes.  
 

6.1 Field equipment 

• Measuring tape 

• Phone  

• Checklist 

 
 

6.2 Personal protective equipment for field inspections 

• Strong boots with good ankle support 

• Appropriate all-weather clothing 

• Charged mobile phone 

  

mailto:felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:edward.okeeffe@agriculture.gov.ie
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Reforestation Rectangular Plot Design 
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Step 1: Measure the 
distance between 5 rows of 
trees. This will be the width 
of your sampling plot. 

Step 2: Divide the total plot 
area (200m2) by the width to 
get the plot length. Or use 
the ready reckoner overleaf. 

Step 3: Attach tape to the 
starting point of the plot in 
the centre of the four rows 
of trees. Walk the plot 
length counting two rows of 
trees on one side. Turn 
around and return to 
starting point counting trees 
on the other side of the plot. 
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Number of sample Reforestation plots required 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Ready Reckoner for Rectangular Plots 
 
The text in red denotes the plot length (m) required for a specified distance between planting lines and width 
(i.e. rows of trees to be included 

Rows of 
trees in plot 

Average 
distance 

between lines 

Plot Area (m2) 

100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500 

4 1.5 16.7 25.0 33.3 41.7 50.0 58.3 66.7 75.0 83.3 

4 1.6 15.6 23.4 31.3 39.1 46.9 54.7 62.5 70.3 78.1 

4 1.7 14.7 22.1 29.4 36.8 44.1 51.5 58.8 66.2 73.5 

4 1.8 13.9 20.8 27.8 34.7 41.7 48.6 55.6 62.5 69.4 

4 1.9 13.2 19.7 26.3 32.9 39.5 46.1 52.6 59.2 65.8 

4 2 12.5 18.8 25.0 31.3 37.5 43.8 50.0 56.3 62.5 

4 2.1 11.9 17.9 23.8 29.8 35.7 41.7 47.6 53.6 59.5 

4 2.2 11.4 17.0 22.7 28.4 34.1 39.8 45.5 51.1 56.8 

4 2.3 10.9 16.3 21.7 27.2 32.6 38.0 43.5 48.9 54.3 

4 2.4 10.4 15.6 20.8 26.0 31.3 36.5 41.7 46.9 52.1 

4 2.5 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0 40.0 45.0 50.0 

5 1.5 13.3 20.0 26.7 33.3 40.0 46.7 53.3 60.0 66.7 

5 1.6 12.5 18.8 25.0 31.3 37.5 43.8 50.0 56.3 62.5 

5 1.7 11.8 17.6 23.5 29.4 35.3 41.2 47.1 52.9 58.8 

5 1.8 11.1 16.7 22.2 27.8 33.3 38.9 44.4 50.0 55.6 

5 1.9 10.5 15.8 21.1 26.3 31.6 36.8 42.1 47.4 52.6 

5 2 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0 35.0 40.0 45.0 50.0 

5 2.1 9.5 14.3 19.0 23.8 28.6 33.3 38.1 42.9 47.6 

5 2.2 9.1 13.6 18.2 22.7 27.3 31.8 36.4 40.9 45.5 

5 2.3 8.7 13.0 17.4 21.7 26.1 30.4 34.8 39.1 43.5 

5 2.4 8.3 12.5 16.7 20.8 25.0 29.2 33.3 37.5 41.7 

5 2.5 8.0 12.0 16.0 20.0 24.0 28.0 32.0 36.0 40.0 

6 1.5 11.1 16.7 22.2 27.8 33.3 38.9 44.4 50.0 55.6 

6 1.6 10.4 15.6 20.8 26.0 31.3 36.5 41.7 46.9 52.1 

6 1.7 9.8 14.7 19.6 24.5 29.4 34.3 39.2 44.1 49.0 

6 1.8 9.3 13.9 18.5 23.1 27.8 32.4 37.0 41.7 46.3 

6 1.9 8.8 13.2 17.5 21.9 26.3 30.7 35.1 39.5 43.9 

6 2 8.3 12.5 16.7 20.8 25.0 29.2 33.3 37.5 41.7 

6 2.1 7.9 11.9 15.9 19.8 23.8 27.8 31.7 35.7 39.7 

6 2.2 7.6 11.4 15.2 18.9 22.7 26.5 30.3 34.1 37.9 

6 2.3 7.2 10.9 14.5 18.1 21.7 25.4 29.0 32.6 36.2 

6 2.4 6.9 10.4 13.9 17.4 20.8 24.3 27.8 31.3 34.7 

6 2.5 6.7 10.0 13.3 16.7 20.0 23.3 26.7 30.0 33.3 

 

 
 

Circular Plots 

 
 

Area of site (ha) Uniform crop Variable crop 

0.5-2.0 6 8 

2-10 8 12 

Over 10 10 16 
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Appendix B: Reforestation Inspection Checklist  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FL number   

Location drop down map 

Date   

Inspector name   

Ad hoc inspection  y/n 

Site replanted y/n 

Understocked y/n 

Correct species planted y/n 

Harvesting within licence area y/n 

Standard of Fencing  Appropriate/substandard/Na 

Setback assessment completed Appropriate/not sufficient/na 

Post Harvest assessment completed y/n 

Field Notes  
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Appendix C: Reforestation Inspection Report (Test case) 
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Appendix D 

Example Statement of Evidence – Reforestation Inspection  

 

 

Statement of evidence of XXXX, Forest Service, XXXX, XXXX, XXX city, Co. XXX 

 

I hereby declare that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and that I make it knowing 

that if it is tendered in evidence, I will be liable to prosecution if I state in it anything which I know to be 

false or do not believe to be true. 

 

I am a Forest Service inspector with the DAFM with my headquarters at XXXX, XXXX, XXXX city, 

county XXXX. I visited the lands in the townland of  XXXX, XXXX, county XXXX (see location map 1 

and site map 2) on the 27-11-2013.   

 

The area was felled under the XXXX General Felling licence for XXXX.  The area was licenced as area 

XXXX (plot no. XXXX).  Area XXXX is 12.4ha and the sitka spruce stand was felled in 2009.  The felled 

area in outlined in red on site map 2 and black on the aerial photo (map 3).  I became aware that part of the 

site was not replanted while driving …..(provide specific details).  

 

Area XXX has a replanting obligation for 8.40ha of Sitka spruce, 2.10ha of common alder and 1.90ha as 

open space along the forest roads and stream on the eastern side of the Area XXXX.  

 

On arriving at the site, I found that the southern and eastern areas of the Area XXXX have been replanted 

with sitka spruce and common alder as required in the felling licence, however, approximately 1.70ha in the 

north-west of the site (highlighted in pink on the attached map 2 and  the aerial photograph, map 3) has not 

been replanted. 

 

A small amount of oak was planted near the forest road, however, this is either dead or browsed down by 

deer (photo 1).  The site has a large fallow deer population.  Oak cannot be established on this site without a 

deer fence or tree guards.  The remaining unplanted area is unstocked (photo 2-5).  There are some alder and 

spruce which appear to have self sown, but overall the stocking is less than 1% of the required minimum 

2500 trees/ha.  There is a drain running through this western side of this area, however, it is not a designated 

aquatic zone and at most requires a 10m planting setback. Overall, I estimate that 1.70ha has not been 

replanted as required under the replanting obligation attached to this Area XXXX.   

 

Recommendations 

I recommend that the DAFM formally write to XXXX and instruct them to fully replant the area highlighted 

in pink on map 2, as required under the replanting obligation.  Excluding a 10m setback from the drain, the 

unplanted area of Area XXXX should be replanted with sitka spruce at 2500 trees/ha.  DAFMshould set a 

deadline of the 31-02-2014 for the replanting to take place.  This gives ample time for works to be carried 

out. If XXXX fail to replant the site in this timescale, I recommend that a prosecution be pursued for failure 

to replant the site, as legally required in the replanting obligation. 

 

I have read over the above statement. 

 

Signed:________________________   Date 

 

Mr. XXXX       Forest Service inspector 

 


