
NPWS PRIORITIES FOR THE WORK OF NBDC  

 

NPWS requirements for NBDC  

The NPWS requirements of the NBDC are that it should first and foremost serve as a 

national hub for the collation, validation, storage, display and dissemination of 

biodiversity data so as to document our entire wild species resource and potentially 

to track change over time. This is the core work:  identification, sourcing and 

assimilation of datasets collected by various institutions, bodies and individuals  in 

Ireland and sometimes abroad; providing a hub for recorders to lodge their records; 

routine quality assurance work on the data held by the Centre to ensure it is correct, 

accurate and in line with scientific terminology. It is important that this core work is 

not impacted by expansion into new work areas, and that new work is appropriately 

resourced so as to enable core work to proceed. 

The collection of records by means of dedicated survey is a different task entirely, 

some of which is appropriate to the Centre but requires different resources. The data 

Centre’s particular strength in this area is supporting the recorder and citizen science 

network to increase the breadth, quantity and quality of biodiversity data generated 

in Ireland. 

NPWS consider that there is still considerable opportunity for NBDC to acquire or 

mine further datasets, particularly information gathered through the NPWS Local 

Authority Biodiversity Grant Scheme, Community Foundation Ireland Community 

biodiversity plans, the DAFM EIP projects, and the  EIA process in planning, albeit 

this would require considerable interaction with Local Authorities. 

NPWS wishes to establish the possibilities for sharing IPR for NBDC funded 

software development projects and associated hosting infrastructure, which would be 

of value to NPWS, and NPWS also wishes to ensure that additional projects can be 

added to the NBDC work programme where there is obvious benefit in using the 

NBDC skillsets and expertise. Current examples of such work include the 

Biodiversity Indicators, and work with the ecological consultancy BEC, and NPWS, 

on  the Irish Vegetation Classification Project, which is at an advanced stage.  

The next most important task for NBDC is the dissemination of the data, mainly 

through web portals. This is one of the considerable achievements of the Data 

Centre, and can be to the general public for information, for education purposes, to 

support policy making, to support national and international reporting obligations, for 

other international initiatives, etc. The Data Centre has played an important role in 

communicating information on Ireland’s biological diversity and raising awareness of 

how it is changing and of its value. 

The next task NPWS requires of the NBDC at this time, and which is funded by 

NPWS is the work of an Invasive Species Officer. This post provides for the collation 

and sharing of records on invasive species required under the 2014 EU Regulation 



on the prevention and management of the introduction and spread of invasive alien 

species. It also provides for carrying out work on pathways and vectors for species 

spread. NBDC has developed a portal for capturing work carried out on invasive 

species in Ireland, and NPWS are considering a funding proposal from NBDC which 

would enable roll out of this work so as to encourage public bodies and others to fully 

record their work in this area. 

 

In addition to the core repository functions, the NPWS supports the NBDC to 

coordinate the implementation of the AlI-Ireland Pollinator Plan, published in 2021.  

This plan delivers one of the actions in the Programme for Government, and 

engages organisations across the island of Ireland including government, NGOs, 

business, local authorities, and communities. 

 

NPWS’s reporting role and relationship to NBDC  

NPWS Scientific Unit’s principal reporting role is for reporting on the status and 

trends habitats and species listed under the EU Habitats and Birds Directives. The 

Habitats Directive report under Article 17 of the Directive (delivered every 6 years) 

requires a limited amount of input from NBDC for the reason that most of the species 

to be reported on require specialist surveys, which are commissioned by NPWS; so 

that NPWS provides that data to NBDC, not the other way around.  

However, the NBDC plays an important role in coordinating surveys of the marsh 

Fritillary butterfly, one of the species listed in the Directive, and that work feeds 

directly into the Article 17 report. 

The Birds Directive reporting, on the same time scale, involves substantial 

interaction with BirdWatch Ireland and other bodies that generate the most uptodate 

information, which is then also available to NBDC. 

 

Other projects carried out by NBDC: 

NBDC carries out additional projects serve to support the implementation of some 

significant national strategic objectives for biodiversity recording identified by key 

stakeholders, such as the marine Institute and EPA. These projects are funded 

annually by organisations separate from the Heritage Council and are considered to 

be valuable and need to be continued. 

Further considerations: 

In considering a future operation model, NPWS is concerned to ensure that the Data 

Centre can continue to be agile in its performance; retains trust among its key asset, 

the data providers many of whom are voluntary experts; has certainty around long 

term funding which could be threatened at times of shortage of funding; and the 



costs of the service it provides are not substantially increased due to additional 

management functions. 

Funding: In 2021, NPWS is providing  c.€550,000 p.a. to the HC towards the 

Centre’s running costs, and certain NPWS projects. Despite a 70% cut in the NPWS 

budget between  2008 and 2020,  we endeavoured to maintain Data Centre funding 

at a level sufficient to allow it operate effectively. 

 

 


