
 

 

 

Right to Know 
25 Herbert Place,  
Dublin 2 
 
requests@righttoknow.ie 

 

24 February 2023 

Re: Request AIE-020-2023 

Dear RTK 

 

I refer to the request you made under the European Communities (Access to Information on the 

Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 (S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 2011, S.I. 615 of 

2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to as the AIE Regulations) for access to 

information held by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage relating to the 

following request:   

 

Please provide the following for the period 23/1/23 to 29/1/23: 

 Copies of all applications for derogation licences received 

 Copies of all derogation licences granted together with any information which 

grounded the decision including the application itself and any other document 

which records the reasons for the decision 

 Copies of all derogation licences refused together with any information which 

grounded the decision including the application itself and any other document 

which records the reasons for the decision. 

 

Summary of Decision 

I have today made a decision on your request. There are 27 records held within the Wildlife 

Licencing Unit in relation to your request and I am part granting release of 23 of these records 

under Article 8(a)(i) of the AIE Regulations– personal information in relation to a third party. The 

remaining 4 have been released in full. 
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Public Interest Test 

Article 8 of the EC (AIE) Regulations states: 

‘A public authority shall not make available environmental information in 

accordance with article 7 where disclosure of the information 

(a) would adversely affect (i) the confidentiality of personal information relating to 

a natural person who has not consented to the disclosure of the information, and 

where that confidentiality is otherwise protected by law 

 

The data withheld under this article contains personal information of third parties i.e. 

other individuals and not you. We do not have the consent of these third parties to 

release their personal information and therefore this data is exempt from release. 

 

Article 10(3) states: ‘The public authority shall consider each request on an individual basis 

and weigh the public interest served by disclosure against the interest served by refusal’. 

Further to this article I have considered the public interest issues which arise in this case 

and have taken account of the following factors in favour of release: 

 the public interest in the public knowing how a public body performs its functions 

 the public interest in members of the public knowing that information held by 

public bodies about them, or those they represent, is accurate 

 the public interest in members of the public exercising their rights under the AIE 

Regulations. 

 

In considering the public interest factors which favour withholding the records I have 

taken account of the following: 

 the public interest in protecting the right to privacy of members of the public 

 the public interest in members of the public being able to communicate in 

confidence with the Department without fear of disclosure in relation to personal 

or sensitive matters 

 the public interest in the Department being able to perform our functions 

effectively 

 the public interest in safeguarding the flow of information to the Department. 
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I consider that the public interest in preserving the privacy of the third parties involved 

outweighs the public interest that would be served were the data to be released to you. 

 

Right of Review 

Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of this 

decision. 

 

 An internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a member of the staff 

of this Department, unconnected with the original decision, of the same or higher rank than the 

original decision-maker, who may affirm, vary or annul the original decision. If you wish to 

request an internal review, you can do so by writing to the AIE Officer at this address: 

aie@housing.gov.ie referring to this decision, quoting the AIE reference number AIE-020-2023.  

 

This request must be made within one month of the date of receipt of this decision. The decision 

of an internal review will be communicated to you within one month of receipt of your request 

for an internal review. 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, please contact me by telephone 

on 087-9239379. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

_______________ 

Claire Crowley 
Assistant Principal Officer 
Wildlife Licencing Unit 
National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage 
 


