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REF: Forestry and Ireland’s new Programme for Government 

Dear Vice President Timmermans  
 
I am writing to you today to update you on the Programme for Government in Ireland and to outline 
the work we are doing to deliver on environmental commitments and in particular in the area of 
forestry.  

The Green Deal which you have been tasked to drive forward provides an ambitious framework for 
the EU and member states to examine existing policies and recognises the important role that 
forests can play in decarbonising economies.  The EU and its drive to be the world’s first climate 
neutral continent will require stepped up ambition in all sectors and Ireland recognises the 
challenges and we must do more to make this happen. 

As Minister of State with responsibility for land use, biodiversity and forestry I will be working to 
deliver on the commitments in our Programme for Government which focus on implementing a 
range of climate measures across all sectors. The Government, which includes my own Green Party 
has had a long track record of raising awareness of the importance of climate action and biodiversity 
but also the need to increase our ambition to deliver a more sustainable future. The Green Deal and 
the strategies announced last year provide a framework for member states to take that journey to 
deliver a better future for all of our citizens. I would have liked to have updated you in person since I 
took office but maybe we can arrange to meet virtually in the coming months.           

Ireland will soon embark on developing our next Forestry Programme post 2020 and we will do this 
in consultation with our stakeholders and the European Commission. Ireland has made significant 
progress by increasing the area of forests from just 1% in the 1900s to over 11% today. This forest 
area is low by European standards but it demonstrates the journey we have travelled. The volume of 
timber produced from these forests will now double in production over the next 15 years, mainly 
coming from forests planted by over 23,000 individual farmers. These forests will play a crucial role 
in providing harvested wood products and helping replace materials made from non-renewable 
resources. The Green Deal provides many opportunities to build on the importance of forests and 
will play a significant role in growing the bioeconomy.   

Irelands Forestry Programme 2014-2020 has built on previous programmes over many decades and 
has increased the amount of forests in all rural regions. We acknowledge that we must continue to 
develop our forest policy to reflect the needs of society. We must continue to build sustainable 
forests that are resilient to the impacts of climate change while recognising the importance of 
biodiversity.     

 



I have listed below a range of measures under our existing forestry programme and these will be 
further developed as we prepare our next programme following public consultation. I have also 
written to Commissioner Sinkevičius highlighting some of our achievements todate and we will 
develop our programmes in consultation with the European Commission. 

Some highlights include; 

 

• expansion and creation of new forests by providing grants and premiums to land owners – 
since the start of the current forestry programme (2014 to 2020) over 34,000 ha have been 
planted since 2014 which will be a major part of our climate and sequestration initiatives. 
 

• Increase in the area of native woodland and biodiversity – Since the beginning of current 
forestry programme 2014-2020 over 1,650 hectares of new native forests have been planted, 
totalling 5.5 million trees. The area of native woodlands planted in 2020 is the highest on 
record and is equal to the annual target of 450ha set at the beginning of the Forestry 
Programme 2014 -2020. 

• Higher financial incentives for broadleaves to encourage species diversity - A mid-term 
review of our National Forestry Programme took place in 2018. This resulted in a 
reorientation of the Programme for better incentives on the planting of broadleaves. This 
had the desired effect of increasing the percentage of total broadleaves planted from 20% of 
overall planting in 2015 to 34% in 2020. 
 

• The mid-term review also directly targeted significant new funding to use of alternative 
forestry systems such as continuous cover and agroforestry – new schemes developed on 
both of these. Over 400ha has been approved under the continuous cover scheme to date. 
The rates for the planting of agro-forestry were trebled under the mid-term review.  

 
• Provision of payments for knowledge transfer groups to upskill forest owners on the 

sustainable management of their forests – A pilot Forestry Knowledge Transfer Group 
Scheme was established in 2017 and a national scheme rolled out in 2018. There are now 
over 69 groups established comprising over 1,200 participants. 

• Planting of protection forests to improve water quality – In 2018, we published the 
‘Woodland for Water: Creating new native woodlands to protect and enhance Ireland’s 
waters’ guidelines. These guidelines describe the optimum use of native woodland 
establishment to protect water quality.  

 

• We have updated national legislative provisions by revising the Forestry Act 1946 to reflect 
changes in EU environmental legislation. Forestry Act 2014 and Forestry (Miscellaneous) Act 
2020 provide the statutory basis to regulate and facilitate the development of the forest 
sector in Ireland while protecting the environment. To facilitate we have also invested 
heavily in our human resources to meet these mandatory requirements including the recent 
recruitment of 16 new ecologists and 10 new forestry inspectors. 



 
 

• Detailed screening has been updated for EIA and appropriate assessments for 
afforestataion, aerial fertilisation, new forest road construction and felling licensing 
applications 
 
 

• Public participation in decision-making on forestry is also something of huge importance 
to us and I understand that we now provide some of the highest levels of public 
participation of any EU member state. This includes an Independent third-party appeals 
process and free access to the public on licensing applications and decisions published 
online. We have also launched an online public mapping viewer displaying felling and 
afforestation licence information launched in 2020 with information freely available to the 
public.  
 

• Community participation is also something very important to us in framing national policy. 
Funding to develop recreational opportunities near urban areas under our 
“Neighbourwood Scheme” to fund the transformation of existing woodland into a publicly 
accessible recreational amenity. Since the scheme was launched we have 28 requests for 
funding with 14 community projects approved 
 

• Funding research into the characterisation of Irish grown timber and developments in 
engineered wood products such as cross laminated timber    

 

The next Forestry Programme will be informed and aligned with the Green Deal and take into 
account its many cross cutting strategies. I have established a Forest Policy Group here in Ireland 
which will assist me in shaping existing forest policy and in the preparation of the next forestry 
programme. This group’s membership is drawn from across the full range of stakeholders which 
includes foresters, NGOs, nurseries and forest owners. Full public consultation will take place and 
will ensure that all views are considered. 

I can assure you that this Government is committed to playing its part in delivering the EU wide 
ambition of building a sustainable future where growth is decoupled from increasing use of 
resources. The Green Deal is ambitious but if we all act collectively we can deliver on that ambition 
and create the conditions that provide the next generation with future and hope for a better life. I 
wish you every success in your role and look forward to Ireland playing its part in the years ahead.  

 

Yours sincerely 

Senator Pippa Hackett 

  


