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Presentation Notes
Companies worldwide are taking steps to eliminate greenhouse-gas emissions from their operations, but most find it’s either technologically impossible to eliminate all emissions immediately or that the costs of doing so are prohibitively high. In order to deliver deep and cost-effective reductions now, many companies have pledged to become carbon-neutral in the near term by financing emission-reductions elsewhere ̶ or, in climate parlance, “offsetting” any emissions they can’t yet eliminate.1 The UK will become the first country in the world to make Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures (TCFD) aligned disclosures fully mandatory across the economy by 2025



Afforestation targets and 
Outturn

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Scheme Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual

Afforestation, ha 6000 6293 6660 6500 7140 5536 7205 4024 8115 3550
of which afforestation(GPC 1-
8) 5440 6159 5990 6340 6165 5261 6215 3649 6616 3230
of which 
NWS establishment(GPC 
9&10) 450 134 450 159 450 270 450 374 450 309
of which Agro-forestry (GPC 
11) 10 0 20 1 25 5 40 1 50 7
0f which energy and fibre (GPC 
12) 100 0 200 0 500 0 500 1 1000 4



Focus on Native Woodland 
establishment

• Increased Grants and premiums as part of 
mid term review

• Introduction of Woodland Environmental 
Fund

• Introduction of ‘Creation of Woodlands on 
Public Lands’



Native woodland planting
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Strategic Context of new 
Programme (National)

• Climate Action Plan
• National Biodiversity Action Plan 2017-

2021
• River Basin Management Plan for 

Ireland 2018 – 2021
• Agri Food strategy 2030 



Strategic Context of new 
Programme (EU)

• Prioritised Action Framework for Natura
2000

• EU Biodiversity Strategy
• Farm to Fork Strategy
• EU Sustainable Finance Strategy

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EU Sustainable Finance Strategy early 2021 Commission will launch new initiative next year on Sustainable Corporate GovernanceAccounting and Disclosures: IFRS Foundation consultation: create new Sustainability Standards Board (Sept 20)  EU Task Force preparing for the elaboration of EU non-financial reporting standardsEU Green Deal:  Commission will support stakeholders in developing standardised        Natural Capital accounting practices Ireland endorses TCFD: TCFD for Nature being set upCentral Banks:ECB President:  climate action is “mission critical”Green QE:  ECB to consider dropping the neutrality principle - takes no account of climate change and environmental risk - it uses to guide its corporate bond purchases, Oct 20.  Part of strategy review (2021) Commission also looking at “carbon farming” to encourage farmers to uptake carbon in soils or vegetationCommission is working on a certification system for carbon removals that should be ready by 2023 (as per Circular Economy Action Plan)



SWOT and Needs Analysis 
Completed

Needs identified are

• Increase forest cover;

• Greater focus on delivering environmental benefits 
from new and existing woodland;

• Mobilising the existing timber resource, to include 
expanding the value added potential of timber within 
a growing bio economy;



Increase forest cover

• Fundamental restructuring of the afforestation scheme

• Re-engage farmers in the afforestation scheme, 
forestry and farming not forestry or farming;

• Foster a partnership approach with regard to tree 
planting involving Government, the general public,  
landowners and  the business community. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make the afforesttaion scheme more attractiveDesign an afforestation scheme that encourages more diverse forests, forests with different age classes, more native woodlands. Encourage farmers to see forestry as complimentary to their farming activity, shelterbelts, flood alleviation, protection of water quality in nearby watercourse, creation of habitats and planting of trees for pollinators. Do more to encourage agroforestry Develop Woodland Environmental Fund even further, we are starting to look at the how carbon credits could be used to promote the scheme. 



Environmental Benefits

• Implement Climate adaption measures in new and 
existing forests;

• Greater focus on delivering environmental benefits 
from new and existing woodland to include for 
example enhancing water quality, habitat creation 
and renewable energy;

• Enhanced promotion of native woodland 
establishment for biodiversity;

• Mainstream Continuous Cover Forestry as a 
management option

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Climate adaption measures will feature in the new programme, these include increased species diversity for greater resilience to pest and disease, firebreaks and deer management measures; “Citizen Science” is being supported for the first time under this programme with incentives for farmers to install and monitor pheromone traps and bait logs. Reporting biodiversity within forests and recording this information in a central database. Higher payments for those forests that deliver more eco system services. We are looking at a scheme that will give farmers options for delivering different environmental benefits such as  Extension of existing habitats and creation of wildlife corridors (FT 1) Opening up private forests to local schools and communities PondsOrganic Forestry Deer ManagementResearch Woodland Host a HiveTrees for BeesTrees for water



Bioeconomy

• Grow the forest bioeconomy to capture 
more carbon for long term storage

• Measures to encourage the mobilisation 
of timber through supports along the 
supply chain

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Forest Roads scheme Promotion of certificationGreater use of technology (Sentinel imagery, drones, on board harvesting systems. systems 
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