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An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,

Food and the Marine




Our Ref: AIE/23/420
Mr. Fred Logue
By e-mail;  fred.logue@fplogue.com
14th August  2023
Dear  Mr. Logue,

I refer to your request dated 2nd August 2023 made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014.  Your request sought:

“The Minister for Agriculture gave a radio interview on Saturday 29 July 2023 where is said that Ireland was number 2 or 3 in the EU for water quality.

https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/22280627/
I would be very grateful if you could forward the data or report from which this claim is derived.”
I am the nominated decision maker for your request detailed above. I, Mick Jordan, Higher Executive Officer, have now made a final decision to grant your request today.
Having considered your request, my decision is to grant you access to the information sought. Please see below response to your request.
There are several different parameters which may be used to measure water quality.  From an agricultural perspective, the Nitrate concentration in water is a key consideration.  
 When Minister McConalogue referred to Ireland in terms of the quality of our watercourses he was refering to the following sources:

· REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT on the implementation of Council Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources based on Member State reports for the period 2016–2019  EUR-Lex - 52021DC1000 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)
 
· COMMISSION STAFF WORKING DOCUMENT Accompanying the document REPORT FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE COUNCIL AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT on the implementation of Council Directive 91/676/EEC concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources based on Member State reports for the period 2016–2019 eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52021SC1001&from=ES
 
The report covers the period 2016-2019 and it is the most up to date comparison available across EU Member States as far as the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine is aware. 

If one looks at Table 28 within the Commission Staff Working Document, the surface water data shows 99.2% of Ireland’s surface waters are below 25mg nitrates/litre in the period in question. The data presented in this same table also shows Ireland is one of the Member States with no surface water with an annual average nitrate concentration above 40mg nitrate per litre in the period in question.  Furthermore, if one considers the other end of the scale, Ireland is ranked 8th of 27 EU Member States and the UK when one considers the percentage of surface waters with an annual average nitrate concentration of less than 2mg nitrate per litre.  

 While the Minster could have provided greater clarity in his radio interview, the report shows Irish water quality compares favourably with most other EU Member States.

Rights of appeal
If you are unhappy with this decision, you may appeal it. In the event that you need to make such an appeal, you can do so by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit at the following address. 

 Freedom of Information Unit, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Grattan House, Grattan Business Centre, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. 

You may also submit your appeal by e-mail to: foi@agriculture.gov.ie
A fee of €30.00 applies for an appeal in relation to non-personal records (€10 for medical card holders). Payment can be made by electronic fund transfer, bank draft, money order, postal order or personal cheque made payable to the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine. Please contact the Cash Office, Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine, Cavan, (telephone: 049 4352053 or 049 4368254) quoting the above reference number. 

You should make your appeal within 4 weeks from the date of this notification, where a day is defined as a working day excluding, the weekend and public holidays. However, the making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate circumstances. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine.
4. Publication 

All non-personal FOI requests will be recorded on an FOI disclosure log which will be published on the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine website in due course. However, this policy does not apply to requests for personal information
Should you wish to discuss the above, please contact me at Michael.Jordan@agriculture.gov.ie 
Yours sincerely,

__________________
Mick Jordan
Higher Executive Officer

Nitrates & Biodiversity Division.

