Review of the procedure for the assessment potential High Nature Value Farmland as per Appendix A of the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation. V. 23 Aug 23
CNXXXXXX
Site summary desktop: Within the NHVf layer. Site inspection showed that the site is intensively managed and species poor.
Results: This site is entirely wet GA1 with a dense, uniform sward of softrush with a few indicators of improvement. It is not HNVf.
Comments:
This is an easy to decide site. Mitigation measures are still needed to protect water quality but otherwise not HNVf and suitable for SS planting.

CNXXXXXX
 
Site summary desktop:
Located within the HNVf layer. Small portion of the site is within the indicative peat layer (Blanket peat) and the lower 1/3 of the site is within the indicative peat layer (Raised Bog), BWI Breeding Wader Hotspots – Dunlin, BWI Farmland Bird Hotspots, Golden Plover, Lapwing, Redshank and Snipe hotspots. The EPA Order 1 river xxxx runs along the southern boundary connecting the site ca. 1.7km upstream of the Lower River Shannon SAC and the River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA. 
Results: 
Site description:
There is a high diversity of botanical and invertebrate species around the wetland only, which is more extensive an area than is proposed to be retained as bio area (Plot 3). This area is definitely of biodiversity value and a significant amount of invertebrates were present during site survey 07/09/2023. The main grasslands present are wet GA1 improved agricultural grassland that has not recently been improved and that are succeeding to species poor GS4 Wet grassland. It was difficult at times to draw the line between whether these should be classified as GA1 or GS4 but outside of the wetland, they were species poor and Lolium perenne was noted throughout. It could be considered a mosaic of the two habitats with them grading into each other however, the percentage of wet grassland that could be considered semi-natural covers only a small percentage of the site ca. 10%. The sward structure in the improved grassland areas is poor and either short and grazed or where wet, tall and of uniform height. The area of GS4 is of moderate structure but does not show a lot of variability of height. Both the GS4 and wet GA1  The grasslands also correspond to a species poor version of the IVC classification GL1A Sharp-flowered rush – Yorkshire-fog grassland in places. Overall, the grasslands present are species poor and they do not have any high level indicator species and only two positive indicator species for the corresponding Annex I habitat 6410 Molinia meadows were noted – Sharp flowered rush and Greater birds-foot trefoil. The main grassland areas are not considered to be of high conservation value from a grassland classification perspective. 
The hedgerows on the site can be considered of moderate condition at ca. 1.5m wide and 1.5m tall. They are nearly entirely unmanaged brambles.
Review to determine if the site is HNVf3
There was no evidence of protected animals or habitats onsite. However, an earlier ecological report identified an otter slide on the project site at the aquatic zone to the south. No other evidence of Otter was present on the site at the time of the site inspection by DAFM Ecologist 07/09/2023 and the site does not have suitable habitat for supporting Otter. In addition to this Otter is not considered a rare species. The site does not have any records on QGIS for protected habitats or species. The 1km square on NBDC within which the site is located includes Badger but this species is not considered rare and the project site does not have any setts. The site is located within the …a few bird… layers however considering the proximity of the site to the adjacent forestry, the percentage cover and density of waist high rushes and the percentage cover of improved grassland it is not considered to be optimal habitat for these species.
Therefore the site is unlikely to be the HNVf type 3.
Review to determine if the site is HNVf1
The farmland does not include a high proportion of semi-natural vegetation and therefore is not considered HNVf1. Although some semi-natural vegetation is present it is not the dominant habitat type.
Review to determine if the site is HNVf2
The farmland is dominated by low intensity agriculture as is evident by the diversity of the wetland and improved grassland which is succeeding to semi-natural grassland, although currently species poor. There is a variety of habitats present including a wetland and pond, wet grassland, improved grassland, hedgerows and a river. The surrounding habitats directly adjacent are all improved agricultural grassland or coniferous forestry. The majority of the proposed project site has been reseeded, fertilised and intensively managed in the recent past as is evident in the extent of ryegrass Lolium perenne, sward height and species poverty of the majority of the site. Therefore, although the wetland and pond area is clearly of biodiversity value, the entire site is not considered to be HNVf2.
Using the Acres Grassland Scorecard, this site scores a 5/100 overall for ecological integrity and threats and pressure.
Comments:
Further assessment required to confirm if the site is suitable for farmland birds pending finalisation of the procedure for this, and to determine if the bottom third of the site is peat soils around the river. Some soil samples were taken and these were gleys however no samples were taken within 50m of the AZ. 
Considering the biodiversity value of the wetland area a suitable habitat buffer should be put in place to ensure that it is protected.

CNXXXXXX
Site summary desktop: Within the HNVf tetrad for HNVf 0.5 +. Site inspection 18/09/2023
Results: Nearly entirety of site is GA1 but some HNV features are present. Due to high % presence of GA1, lack of protected habitats or species not HNVf although MF survey should be requested as several key areas of DBS. The largest area of this has bracken and scrub encroaching and is in the bio area but will not survive anyway.
Comments: Requires FIR for silvicultural suitability. The sloping area of DBS is mostly in the bio area and that only leaves a small section of semi-natural habitat that’s to be planted. Outcome not possible to determine at this stage.

CNXXXXXX
Site summary desktop: Within the HNVf tetrad for HNVf 0.5 +. Site inspection 18/09/2023
Results: Nearly entirety of site is GA1 but some HNV features are present. Due to high % presence of GA1, lack of protected habitats or species not HNVf although MF survey should be requested as several key areas of DBS. The largest area of this has bracken and scrub encroaching and is in the bio area.
Comments: Requires MF Survey for any areas not being retained or excluded. Outcome not possible to determine at this stage.

