Forestry and Water Quality Outcomes Project Group
Terms of Reference for2023
Background

Forestry has been identified as the third most prevalent significant pressure, impacting 216
waterbodies or approximately 13% of all water bodies ‘At Risk’ of not achieving their environmental
objective under the Water Framework Directive (WFD), as outlined in the third River Basin
Management Plan (RBMP) (to be published).

An action of the third RBMP proposes the development of integrated catchment management plans
(sub-plans to the RBMP) and associated sectoral action plans for each of the 46 catchments. Five pilot
catchments have been selected to inform the development of these plans through discussions with
implementing bodies, and examination of data on activitiesfand actions to support the tracking of
measures. Each pilot catchment will represent various catechment characteristics including issues, with
the Mal Bay catchment in the south-west region focusingon forestry activities.

The EPA Catchment Science and Management Uhit and Coillte initially. met in November 2022. An
action of this meeting was to initiate a technical project to improve“both data exchange and
interpretation of water quality outcomes with forestry, operation,data, which'will support the above
RBMP actions. This would focus initially on one or more of the five pilot catchments:

The purpose of the Forestry and Water Quality Outcomes Project Group

The purpose of this technical group is to explere thelinkibetweenforestr y-operations and forest land-

use change -data-to undefstand,the link with'water qualitypoutcomes’in a data driven way with the
aim of reducing the impact of forestry on water guality. The'inténded project will leek-to-understand
the-following analyse'thesfollowing:

> What type of forest operations Apactivity-can cause an-a significant impact on water quality?
> What are the @tentlal |mpacts fram Bsues—#weﬂ—by—ﬁems#y—aet%res—forest operations

> “What mitigations arelin place to.reduce the impacts on water quality and are they effective?

. Y . hece issues2

» What'spatial analysis can be leveraged upon to collate evidence-based information to monitor

the impactsion water quality from forest operations.

» How ean-could such¥@n approach be scaled nationally to facilitate the exchange of relevant
data for the entire Colllte estate to-suppeortanationalmonitoringframeweork? such-aprocess
berolled-outnationally?

In so doing, the Project Group will:

e Assist Coillte and the EPA in tracking the implementation of ferestryactions-forest operations
and ir-assessing-assess the ireffectiveness of mitigation measures in terms of maintaining or
improving water quality.




e Support an enhanced mere-data driven approach to inform the WFD characterisation process

with regard-respect to ferestry—activitiesforest operations and potential impacts on water
quality.

e Streamline a bilateral process of data exchange_between Coillte and EPA. Review the EPA-
Coillte data sharing agreement as necessary.

o Cireulate-minutes-of-meetingsand-trackprogressoftheprojectgreup—The Project Group will
report on progress and pProvide input to the catchment management plan and sectoral action
plan development as set out in the updated river basin management plan.

Composition and Operation of Group

Membership of the Group consists of repre atives from the

Managementbnit; and Coillte-ard-the

The Project Group will meet as required as the projec
that the project should take no longe 6 months.

. We anticipate

Progress on the groups work will be repo PA-Coillte SeniorManagementSteering
Group meetings which-wilbeheld-every 2 he time below.
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