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[bookmark: _Toc1483551][bookmark: _Toc87637003]1. Instructions for the Completion of the Tender Response Document
Tenderers must ensure they complete this document in full

· Please ensure you complete all of Section A before you progress to Section B.  
· Tenderers should note they must meet and Pass all of the rules contained in Section A, the   Selection Criteria, in order to be considered eligible for assessment against the award criteria, Section B.



Tenders must be submitted via the electronic postbox available on www.etenders.gov.ie.  Only Tenders submitted to the electronic postbox will be accepted.  Tenders submitted by any other means (including but not limited to by email, fax, post or hand delivery) will NOT be accepted.










[bookmark: _Toc1483552][bookmark: _Toc87637004]2. Introduction
The Bovine Tuberculosis (TB) eradication programme, implemented by the Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine (DAFM), contains a comprehensive wildlife strategy in order to limit the spread of TB from badgers to cattle. 
The badger is a protected species under the Wildlife Act.  Where there has been a TB breakdown, and badgers are identified as the cause, the badgers are captured in restraints and humanely culled and removed, under licence from the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  In addition, badgers are captured in specific vaccination zones, scanned and either released or presented for vaccination.
It is important to stress that capturing and removal is undertaken only in areas where serious outbreaks of TB have been identified in cattle herds and where an epidemiological investigation carried out by the Department’s veterinary inspectorate has found that badgers are the likely source of infection.  The Department is very conscious of the welfare of badgers and any removal of badgers is carried out in accordance with the licence.

[bookmark: _Toc87637005]3. Summary of Requirements
Tenders are sought for the Provision of suitably trained and skilled operatives to assist in delivery of the badger capture and inspections programme, badger activity scoring and new sett survey for the TB Eradication Programme of DAFM.
A detailed description of each of the services provided by the current service provider is set out in the 'Overview of Services to be Provided’, and the Contracting Authority requires tenderers to describe how they will deliver the services required to achieve the objectives described in this RFT.
Services are generally required between September and June but may be required throughout the whole year.
Approximately one hundred and twenty (120) operatives are required by the Contracting Authority to perform all the duties described for badger capture and inspection; and for surveying and sett classification as described below.
Should there be any changes in the proposed funding, DAFM reserve the right to purchase additional services and also reserve the right to alter their requirements in line with the availability of funding.





[bookmark: _Toc87637006]3.1 Overview of Services to be provided

[bookmark: _Toc87637007]3.1.1 Description of Badger Capture and Inspections Service

The objective of the programme is the capture and inspection of badgers from the farms identified by the Contracting Authority with a view to eradicating and/or reducing TB. The Contracting Authority requires the provision of suitably trained and skilled operatives to assist the implementation of this programme and to operate under the direction and under the supervision of the Contracting Authority.
The service provider provides the following:
(a) The setting of restraints for the capture of badgers at badger sett locations/paths/passes identified by and under the direction of the Contracting Authority for a defined work-cycle;  
(b) The inspection of the restraints before 1.00pm each day of the relevant cycle, unless otherwise directed by the Contracting Authority;
(c) The humane dispatch of the badger including culling, tagging, recording, packaging and delivery to an agreed location;
(d) The humane capture and presentation for vaccination;
(e) The humane release of vaccinated badgers;
(f) The humane capture and removal or release of any other species captured as directed by the Contracting Authority; 
(g) The taking up of restraints, under the direction of the Contracting Authority;
(h) The surveying/sett classification. 
This service is provided throughout the country and can take place in all Counties simultaneously. However, tenderers should note that in this regard the area of agricultural land “under capture” (i.e. relevant to the service required) varies from County to County.

[bookmark: _Toc87637008]3.1.2 Description of Surveying and Sett Classification Service

(a) Surveying
The services include assisting the Contracting Authority’s designated official to conduct a survey of an area and to mark the location of badger setts on a map of the area. Surveying is carried out throughout the year.

(b) Sett classification
This service is to classify whether a sett is active or inactive and is carried out on a number of occasions throughout the year.



[bookmark: _Toc87637009]3.2 Service Requirements 

The Contracting Authority requires a single supplier to provide suitably trained and skilled operatives to assist in delivery of the vaccination and removal of wildlife.  The manner in which the service currently operates is described at Section 3.1 above and similar services are required under this contract.

The Contracting Authority requires the single supplier to provide operatives that can perform each of the duties specified at 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 above.  In addition, the programmes described at 3.1 above operate simultaneously. 

(a) The tenderer must be able to supply a cadre of suitably trained operatives to safely carry out the duties at 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 above.
(b) The tenderer must have appropriate staff resources in place to cover every County in Ireland for the services described at 3.1 above. 
(c) The tenderer must be able to demonstrate appropriate training, gun storage, licensing of firearms and procedures for the safe handling of badger carcasses.
(d) The tenderer must have manpower levels available to: 
· deploy operators each year from September to June for the term of the contract, 
· to capture between 5,000 and 15,000 (estimated) badgers per annum, and 
· have the flexibility to deal with seasonal variations and locations.  
(e) The tenderer must provide training in the use of firearms to all operatives and must provide a refresher training course to operatives at least once every two years, on their own time, i.e. the Contracting Authority will not be liable to pay for training or time spent by operatives on training.  All training must be acceptable to the Contracting Authority and must be provided at the expense of the tenderer.  
(f) Any new operatives engaged subsequent to any contract awarded arising from this RFT shall be required to undertake training, at the tenderer’s expense and time, on the use of firearms prior to engagement in badger capture or removal duties.  
(g) Details of staff numbers available and their relevant experience must be submitted with this RFT. (See Section A Selection Criteria of this TRD). The tenderer must have procedural safeguards to prevent risk to operators, animals and the environment. 
(h)  The tenderer will provide operatives to perform the services required by the Contracting Authority under the direction and supervision of the Contracting Authority’s personnel.



3.2 Service Requirements (cont.)

(i) The tenderer will ensure that each operative has a .22 calibre rifle and a supply of suitable ammunition (low velocity bullets).
(j) The tenderer will be responsible for providing each operative with a hammer and wooden (hazel wood) pegs for anchoring badger restraints.
(k) The tenderer will have full responsibility for ensuring that each operative has appropriate car insurance, motor tax and driving licence at all times when using his/her own transport in connection with the carrying out of duties under the contract.
(l) The tenderer will be responsible for formulating and implementing a Health and Safety Statement and policy for its operatives.
(m) The tenderer will ensure that each operative will carry an operational mobile telephone, supplied and paid for by the successful tenderer or the operative, for use as necessary.  
(n) The tenderer will be responsible for supplying Protective clothing (PPE) and Disinfectant (from an approved list supplied by the Contracting Authority) and a means of application of the disinfectant.


3.2 Service Requirements (cont.)

Note 1:	The Contracting Authority will supply each operative with the following
	(i)	An adequate number of stopped body restraints,
	(ii)	Disposable gloves for handling badgers,
	(iii)	Appropriate packaging for badger carcasses,
	(iv)	Scanners
	(v)	Tags and labels as required
	(vi)	Grounding bars
	(vii)	Chain and shackles
Note 2: The Contracting Authority will be responsible for acquiring appropriate badger capture and 
	removal licences or approvals from the National Parks and Wildlife Service and for obtaining the 
	permission and co-operation of the farmers on whose land the badger setts are located. 
Note 3:	The Contracting Authority reserves the right, should it be deemed necessary, to 	interview 
	operatives and to adjudicate their suitability for the role.
Note 4: The Contracting Authority reserves the right, should it be deemed necessary, to require that the 	successful tenderer no longer provides the services of an operative that has engaged in 	unacceptable behaviour, including examples such as:
· Not inspecting restraints/cages on time.
· Supplying restraints to any unauthorised users.
· Poor performance.
· Failing to take direction.
· Respect for landowners and property.
· Supplying operations information to third parties without permission.
Note 5:	The Contracting Authority will issue an Official Identity Card to each operative on receipt of two (2) passport size photographs duly signed and stamped by a member of An Garda Síochána, and two (2) sample signatures of the operative. This Identity Card will remain the property of the Contracting Authority at all times and must be returned to the Contracting Authority when an operative ceases to be involved in badger related activities for the Contracting Authority.
Note 6:	The provision of any other supplies not listed will be the responsibility of the tenderer.
Note 7: 	The Contracting Authority reserves the right, should it be deemed necessary, to interview the tenderer and to interview referees to ensure full compliance with the criteria above. 



[bookmark: _Toc87637010]3.3 Detailed Specification of Services Required

The successful tenderer will be required to deliver the services specified at Section 3.1 in accordance with the requirements listed at Section 3.2:

[bookmark: _Toc87637011]3.3.1 Badger Capture and Inspection

Working cycle/block of 12-day cycles
· The service will be required to be delivered in 12-day cycles, which will include one weekend.  A working cycle may or may not commence on a Bank Holiday Monday. If it commences instead on the Tuesday immediately after the Bank Holiday Monday it will, in effect, be an 11-day work cycle. If it includes a Bank Holiday this should be reflected in pricing schedules in the tender.  The current service is provided on a 12-day cycle comprising 56 hours and typically relates to badger culling operations.  Tender responses should include details of how the successful tenderer will compensate operatives for travel, including the occasional deployment of operatives outside of their normal working areas.
· Restraints will be laid on day 1 of the working cycle and experience indicates that this potentially could take up to 8 hours of the operative’s time. 
· It is anticipated that one operative will be required to complete the service per 12-day cycle for badger capture and removal.
· A block of work will be the number of setts that require the setting of restraints on day 1 and the follow-up actions required over the following 12 days as described in this RFT. 

The timely setting of badger restraints/cages at designated locations country wide
· The Contracting Authority’s local office designated official will contact the successful tenderer with a map of the locations of setts. Each operative will receive a detailed map of the area for which a capture is planned, together with a capture block worksheet.  In general one week’s notice will be given by the Contracting Authority to the service provider.
· The tenderer’s operative will be assigned a pre-determined number of setts as identified by the Contracting Authority for each working cycle.  



3.3 Detailed Specification of Services Required (cont.)
	
· A representative of the Contracting Authority may accompany the successful tenderer’s operative on the first day of each working cycle ‘day 1’ for the laying of all restraints.
· Terrain and distance between restraints differ depending on the location of setts and hence it is not possible to state precisely the exact number of hours required for placing restraints, including travel time, but experience shows the placing of restraints by one operative could take up to 8  hours on day 1.
· As local geography and the results of surveying will determine the precise number of restraints to be laid it is not possible to state the precise number of restraints that will be required to be placed by a successful tenderer per annum or over the period of the contract. Experience indicates that generally between 70 – 150 restraints can be laid at 8 – 12 active setts on day 1, depending on the location.  
· The tenderer will have to supply staff to provide the service simultaneously across the country.

The timely daily examination of badger restraints/cages following their placement on sites.  
· The successful tenderer’s operative who laid the restraints will check the restraints s/he placed at least once every 24 hours (on or before 1pm on each of the days of the working cycle) or as directed by the Contracting Authority’s personnel. 
· Terrain and distance between restraints differ depending on the location of setts and hence it is not possible to state precisely the exact number of hours required for checking restraints but experience shows the time required to  check restraints by one operative could take up to 4 hours per day.  



The humane capture of badgers in restraints/cages, the humane removal and culling of badgers using a licensed .22 caliber rifle and the packaging and dispatch of badger carcasses for post mortem examination.
· At each daily inspection of restraints, the successful tenderer’s operative will be required to scan any badger captured.  If microchipped the badger is released.  If not, the operative must humanely dispatch the badger captured, to tag and record the badger details and to package and deliver the badger to an agreed location.
· If for any reason it is not feasible to dispatch a badger by the agreed method, i.e. rifle with a low velocity bullet, the successful tenderer’s operative will be required to humanely release the badger by cutting the restraint in the loop area. Where this is not possible, the operative will be required to immediately contact the Contracting Authority.
· Other animals caught, such as foxes or dogs should, unless otherwise directed by the Contracting Authority, where humanely possible to do so be released into the environment. Where this is not possible, the successful tenderer’s operative will be required to immediately contact the Contracting Authority.

The removal of restraints – final day of working cycle.
· A representative of the Contracting Authority may accompany the successful tenderer’s operative on the final day of each working cycle.
· The successful tenderer’s operative will be responsible for taking up restraints on the final day. 
· The restraints will be disposed of as directed by the Contracting Authority.
· Terrain and distance between restraints differ depending on the location of setts and hence it is not possible to state precisely the exact number of hours required for taking up restraints, including travel time

Supplier please note: Other activities as detailed in Section 3.1 and 3.2 may also be required within any work period.





[bookmark: _Toc87637012]3.3.2 Vaccine

Working cycle/block of Vaccination claims
· The service will be required to be delivered in 5 to 7 work day cycles each week over the period September to June during the term of the contract.  A working cycle may or may not commence on a Bank Holiday Monday. If it commences instead on the Tuesday immediately after the Bank Holiday Monday it will, in effect, be a 4 to 6 day work cycle.  If it includes a Bank Holiday or weekend days this should be reflected in pricing schedules.   This is typically used in vaccination zones.
· The service may have to be provided in all vaccine areas simultaneously.
· Terrain and distance between restraints differ depending on the location of setts and therefore it is not possible to state precisely the exact number of hours required for placing restraints, including travel time.  Currently the service is provided on a working cycle of 5 days per week Monday to Friday (29.5 hours per week).  Tender responses should include details of how the successful tenderer will compensate operatives for travel, including the occasional deployment of operatives outside of their normal working areas.

The timely setting of badger restraints/cages at designated locations of the vaccine areas
· The Contracting Authority’s local office designated official will contact the successful tenderer’s operative with a map of the locations of setts in areas, where a vaccination programme is in operation. 
· Each operative will receive a detailed map of the area for which a vaccine is planned, together with a vaccine worksheet. 
· One week’s notice will generally be given by the Contracting Authority to the Service provider and a service may be required in all areas simultaneously.
· The successful tenderer’s operative will be assigned a pre-determined number of setts as identified by the Contracting Authority for each working cycle.  
· A representative of the Contracting Authority may accompany the successful tenderer’s operative on the first day of each working cycle ‘day 1’, Monday, for the laying of all restraints.
· The successful tenderer’s operative will place badger restraints on day 1 of a 5 to 7 day cycle as directed and under the supervision of the designated official of the Contracting Authority.




The timely checking of restraints/cages in the vaccine areas and contacting the 
Contracting Authority
· The successful tenderer’s operative(s) who set the badger restraints will examine the restraints each day following day 1 and before 1pm each day, or otherwise as directed by the Contracting Authority.  
· Other animals caught, such as foxes or dogs should, where humanely possible to do so, should be released into the environment. Where this is not possible, the successful tenderer’s operative will be required to immediately contact the Contracting Authority.

The removal or closing of restraints/cages.
· A representative of the Contracting Authority may accompany the successful tenderer’s operative on the final day of a working cycle (usually Friday).
· The successful tenderer’s operative will be responsible for taking up restraints, under the Contracting Authority’s supervision, on the final day
Or
· The successful tenderer’s operative will be responsible for closing up restraints, on the final day.
· The restraints will be disposed of as directed by the Contracting Authority.
· The successful tenderer’s operative may be required to open restraints or extend vaccination over the weekend period.   This will be based on operational requirements.

[bookmark: _Toc87637013]3.3.3 Miscellaneous claims

· The successful tenderer’s operative may perform any of the duties as outlined in 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 as required by the contracting authorities.  These miscellaneous work blocks will typically be required on weekdays after the contracted hours above are completed or weekends in addition to the contracted hours described.
· Tender responses should include details of how the successful tenderer will compensate operatives for travel, including the occasional deployment of operatives outside of their normal working areas.


Verification Meeting


Suppliers please note, award of this contract may be subject to attendance at a Verification Meeting, as part of the final evaluation process and prior to award of final contract award decision, in order to verify the Specification provided in your response. 

The Verification Meeting will be based directly on your understanding of the requirements and your tender response to the award criteria outlined in Section 3.3.1 of the RFT and the Appendix 1 Specification & Supplier Response.


Those selected to attend the Verification Meeting will be invited by DAFM to present their tender submissions, as well as a Q&A session based directly upon your tender response to allow DAFM to truly get the sense of the company’s proposed strategy, direction and experience. The proposed date for Verification Meeting will be advised through eTenders after the competition close date.  All costs and expenses incurred by Tenderers relating to their participation in this presentation shall be borne by and are a matter for discharge by the Tenderers exclusively.

Note: Verification meeting may also be held via video conference/Webex/Skype.







[bookmark: _Toc1483554][bookmark: _Toc87637014]Section A Selection Criteria

Tenderers will either Pass OR Fail each of the Selection Criteria. In the event of one or more of the Selection Criteria achieving a fail, the Tenderer will be excluded from participating in this Competition.

Economic and Financial Standing A1 – A5


	



	[bookmark: _Toc87637015]A1: Insurance

	
	Employer Liability
	Public/Product Liability
	Professional Indemnity Liability

	Minimum Limit of Indemnity required by DAFM
	€13,000,000
	€6,500,000
	€6,500,000 

	I confirm that we have the following insurances in place:

	Insurance Type
	Level in Place
	Details of Any Excess
	Expiry Date

	Employers Liability
	€
	
	

	Public Liability
	€
	
	

	Product Liability
	€

	
	

	AND

	I confirm that if successful, where the levels required under the contract are higher than those currently in our possession, I will be in a position to put the required forms and levels of insurances required in place. 
	Yes/No

	AND

	I confirm that I will provide the following promptly on request:
· evidence of insurances in place      or 
· letter from Insurance Broker confirming that the required levels could be put in place if successful 
	Yes/No

	Signed
	









	[bookmark: _Toc87637016]A2: Tax Clearance




(i) Please provide a copy of a valid Tax Clearance Certificate and complete the information below: 

	Valid Tax Clearance Certificate:

	Evidence Attached
	Yes/No

	Appendix Number
	

	Expiry Date:
	









(ii) Alternatively, please provide the following information to enable online verification.

	Tax Registration Number
	

	Tax Clearance Access number
	









(iii) Or - Please provide evidence that a Tax Clearance Certificate has been applied for from The Irish Revenue Commissioners

	Evidence Attached
	Yes/No

	Appendix Number
	








Note: All non-resident companies should apply for a general TCC where tax clearance is required in connection with a Public-Sector Contract (formal or otherwise). 

Both Resident and Non-Resident Tax Clearance Certificate information may be obtained from the Irish Revenue Commissioners http://www.revenue.ie/en/tax/it/forms/webtc1.pdf



	[bookmark: _Toc87637017]A3: Statement of Turnover



Applicants should provide evidence that their combined turnover relating to the Services specified in Appendix 1 only, has exceeded the amount stated in the following table per annum, over the three years 2018/2019/2020.  

	Turnover
	2018
	2019
	2020

	€1,500,000
	
	
	



Please confirm below that this information has been submitted with your tender response and the Appendix number of the information provided;

	Confirm Yes/No
	Yes/No

	Appendix Number
	







	[bookmark: _Toc87637018]A4: Audited Accounts & Reports



Audited accounts must be provided to support the turnover statement. In line with current legislation, where a company has an annual turnover of less than €8.8 Million then audited accounts are not necessary. In these instances a statement of accounts from the company’s accountants will suffice.

Please confirm below that this information has been submitted with your tender response and the Appendix number of the information provided;
	Confirm Yes/No
	Yes/No

	Appendix Number
	







	[bookmark: _Toc87637019]A5: Data Protection



The Tenderer must ensure that the security of Personal Data at all times is in line with the Data Protection Acts 1998 and 2003 and guidance issued by the Data Protection Commissioner of Ireland. Tenderers are required to be compliant under the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) replacing the Data Protection Directive 95/46/EC, which came into effect on 25/05/2018. Please provide a copy of your Data Protection Policy.

Please confirm below that this information has been submitted with your tender response and the Appendix number of the information provided;

	Confirm Yes/No
	Yes/No

	Appendix Number
	









Technical and Professional Ability A6-A8



Please complete the following table(s) with your Company Summary.  If the Tenderer is a grouping, separate information must be completed for each group member.

	[bookmark: _Toc87637020]A6: Company Summary 

	Contact Name
	

	Address
	

	Landline telephone number
	

	Mobile number
	

	Out of hours contact telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	
Tenderers must provide an organisation chart and demonstrate access to an appropriate skill set for the type of contract being tendered for. This information will be used to determine if the tenderer has the general capacity to meet the requirements. Include the following in your submission: 
 Staffing Levels of the company  
 Outline Documented Quality System 
 Address of office from which the service will be provided. 
 Delivery infrastructure
 
(Please expand this box as necessary)





















	[bookmark: _Toc87637021]A7: Contact Person for the purposes of this Service Agreement

	Contact Name
	

	Landline telephone number
	

	Mobile number
	

	Email address
	


Performance Indicators
	[bookmark: _Toc87637022]A8: Previous Experience



Please provide details of two (2) relevant reference sites [must be at least two (2)] where similar goods and services have been provided.  Please complete Tables below.

Please confirm that this information has been completed and submitted with your tender.

	Confirm Yes/No
	Yes/No





	Previous Experience
	Reference 1

	Title of Project:
	

	Client Name & address:

(Note: where name is confidential, please indicate nature / type of client and location)
	

	Client contact person:
	
	Phone no:
	

	Contact E-mail Address:
	

	Annual Value:
	

	Any associated subcontractors
	

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Please describe this contract in full

	 Insert, expanding this table as necessary




		 Please outline the extent to which this contract is similar in nature and scale to the Contracting Authority’s current requirements.


Insert, expanding this table as necessary






	Previous Experience
	Reference 2

	Title of Project:
	

	Client Name & address:

(Note: where name is confidential, please indicate nature / type of client and location)
	

	Client contact person:
	
	Phone no:
	

	Contact E-mail Address:
	

	Annual Value:
	

	Any associated subcontractors
	

	Start Date:
	
	End Date:
	

	Please describe this contract in full

	 Insert, expanding this table as necessary





		 Please outline the extent to which this contract is similar in nature and scale to the Contracting Authority’s current requirements.


Insert, expanding this table as necessary
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[Tenderers shall complete and return the following form of Tenderers’ Statement printed on the Tenderers’ headed notepaper and signed by the Tenderer.] 

TENDERERS’ STATEMENT

TO:  Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (the “Contracting Authority”)
RE: Request for Tenders for the Provision of Auxiliary Services for TB Eradication Programmes of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Having examined your Request for Tender (the “RFT”) including the Instructions to Tenderers, the Selection and Award Criteria, the Requirements and Specifications, and the Terms and Conditions of the Services Contract, we hereby agree and declare the following:
	1.
	We understand the nature and extent of the Services required to be delivered as described in Requirements and Specifications at Appendix 1 to the RFT.


	2.
	We accept all of the Terms and Conditions of the RFT, the Goods & Services Contract and agree if awarded a Services Contract to execute the Goods & Services at Appendix 5 to the RFT.

	3.
	We accept all the Selection and Award Criteria as set out in the RFT documentation.


	4.
	We agree to provide the Services in accordance with the RFT and our Tender.


	5
	We agree that, if awarded any Services Contract, we shall, in the performance of such contract, comply with all applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law.


	6.
	We confirm that we have complied with all requirements as set out at Part 2 of the RFT.

	7.
	We confirm that all prices quoted in our Tender will remain valid for the period of time commencing from the Tender Deadline specified at paragraph 2.10.3 of the RFT.


	8.
	We shall, if awarded any Services Contract under the RFT, have in place on the Effective Date of the Services Contract all insurances (if any) as required by paragraph 2.21.1 of the RFT.


	9.
	We confirm that all Data Subjects whose Personal Data is provided in our Tender have consented to the processing of such Personal Data by us, the Contracting Authority, the Evaluation Team and the supplier of the etenders.gov.ie website, for the purposes of our participation in this Competition or that we otherwise have a legal basis for providing such Personal Data to the Contracting Authority for the purposes of our participation in this Competition and that we will provide evidence of such consent and / or legal basis to the Contracting Authority upon request.





	SIGNED



(Authorised Signatory)
	Company


	Print name
	Address

	Date
	




[bookmark: _Toc1483562][bookmark: _Toc87637024]A10: Appendix 4 Declaration as to Personal Circumstances of Tenderer
· 
Re: AG1788C Request for Tenders under Open OJEU Procedure for the Provision of Auxiliary Services for TB Eradication Programmes of the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine (DAFM)

NAME:   	[Click here and insert name]
ADDRESS: 	[Click here and insert address]

I, [Click here and insert name of Declarant], having been duly authorised by [Click here and insert name of entity] sincerely declare that [Click here and insert name of entity] itself or any person who has is a member of the administrative, management or supervisory body of [Click here and insert name of entity] or has powers of representation, decision or control in [Click here and insert name of entity]: 
(a) Has never been the subject of a conviction for participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in Article 2 of Council Framework Decision 2008/841/JHA.
(b) Has never been the subject of a conviction for corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Convention on the fight against corruption involving officials of the European Communities or officials of Member States of the European Union and Article 2(1) of Council Framework Decision 2003/568/JHA as well as corruption as defined in the national law of the Contracting Authority or [Click here and insert name of entity].
(c) Has never been the subject of a conviction for fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention on the protection of the European Communities’ financial interests.
(d) Has never been the subject of a conviction for terrorist offences or offences linked to terrorist activities, as defined in Articles 1 and 3 of Council Framework Decision 2002/475/JHA respectively, or for inciting or aiding or abetting or attempting to commit an offence, as referred to in Article 4 of that Framework Decision.
(e) Has never been the subject of a conviction for money laundering or terrorist financing, as defined in Article 1 of Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council.
(f) Has never been the subject of a conviction for child labour and other forms of trafficking in human beings as defined in Article 2 of Directive 2011/36/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council.
(g) Is not in breach and has not breached its obligations relating to the payment of taxes or social security contributions.

Has, in the performance of all public contracts, complied with applicable obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour law that apply at the place where the works are carried out or the services provided, that have been established by EU law, national law, collective agreements or by international, environmental, social and labour law listed in Schedule 7 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016).        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Is not bankrupt or the subject of insolvency or winding-up proceedings, its assets are not being administered by a liquidator or by the court, it is not in an arrangement with creditors, its business activities are not suspended nor is it in any analogous situation arising from a similar procedure under national laws and regulations.

Is not guilty of grave professional misconduct.

 Has not entered into agreements with other economic operators aimed at distorting competition.

Is not aware of any conflict of interest due to its participation in the Competition;

Has not had any prior involvement in the preparation of the Competition; 

 Has not shown significant or persistent deficiencies in the performance of a substantive requirement under a prior public contract, a prior contract with a contracting entity, or a prior concession contract, which led to early termination of that prior contract, damages or other comparable sanctions.

Is not guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the information required for the verification of the absence of grounds for exclusion or the fulfilment of the Selection Criteria for this Competition and did not withhold such information and did not fail or is not able to submit supporting documents in respect of this Competition as required under Regulation 59 of the European Union (Award of Public Authority Contracts) Regulations 2016 (Statutory Instrument 284 of 2016) . 

Has not undertaken to unduly influence the decision-making process of the Contracting Authority in respect of the Competition, or obtain confidential information that may confer upon it undue advantages in respect of the Competition; or negligently provided misleading information that may have a material influence on decisions concerning exclusion, selection or award.








I understand and acknowledge that the provision of inaccurate or misleading information in this declaration may lead to my business/firm/company/partnership being excluded from participation in this or future tenders, and I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and by virtue of the Statutory Declarations Act, 1938.  This declaration is made for the benefit of the Contracting Authority. 
	
________________________
Signature of Declarant
	
________________________
Name of Declarant in print or block capitals

	Declared before me by ___________________________________ who is personally known to me
(or who is identified to me by ______________________________who is personally known to me)
at ____________________________  this ___________ day of _______________ 20__
________________________________
(signed)
Practising Solicitor/Commissioner for Oaths
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Tenderer’s please note: Only those suppliers who ‘Pass’ the Selection Criteria in Section A, will be evaluated in accordance with the award criteria detailed in Section 3.3 of the RFT.
Tenderers must describe in a clear and comprehensive manner their proposed methodology for how they will manage any contracts awarded, effectively and efficiently for delivery of any Contract awarded and must include, but not be limited to, details on the following in their response: 

	AG1788C DAFM RFT under Open OJEU Procedure for the Provision of Auxiliary Services 
for TB Eradication Programmes of the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine

	
	Requirement
	Sub-Requirement (All sub-criteria carry equal weighting unless otherwise outlined)
	Overall Weight %
	Total Maximum Score
	Minimum Score (60%) Requirement

	A
	Quality of the Service to be delivered  
	
· Quality of the proposed method for delivering the services (Question 1)

· Quality of the Support Arrangements (Question 2)

	55%

45%

10%
	550

450

100
	330

270

60

	B
	Understanding of the Client’s requirements
	
· Understanding of the requirements of the tender (Question 3)

	
20%

	
200

	
120


	C

	Ultimate Cost (including Discount)
	Please see Appendix 2 – Pricing Schedule for details
	25%
	250
	N/A

	
	Total
	
	100%
	1000 Marks
	



Tenderers must achieve a minimum of 60% on all tender award criteria above, excluding Ultimate Cost, in order to avoid elimination from the competition. Only tenderers who have achieved the 60% will be evaluated against Ultimate Cost.   Appendix 1 contains individual award weightings including the 60% minimum score requirement.






No commitment of any kind, contractual or otherwise shall exist unless and until a formal written contract has been executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority. Any award of notification of preferred bidder status by the Contracting Authority shall not give rise to any enforceable rights by the Tenderer. The Contracting Authority may cancel this public procurement competition at any time prior to a formal written contract being executed by or on behalf of the Contracting Authority. The Contracting Authority does not bind itself to accept the lowest priced or any tender.
Suppliers Please Note:
· This specification document is designed to assist the contracting authority in its evaluation of your tender and to enable suppliers provide structured responses to key deliverables. It is structured to reflect the award criteria as set out in the RFT.

· Please note responses to individual questions will NOT be scored separately but collectively they will provide a basis for assessing the merits of the tenderer’s overall response to each award criterion and sub-criterion.

· Only those Tenderers who have qualified in accordance with paragraph 3.2 of this RFT will proceed to be evaluated under this paragraph 3.3.1

· Where specifications include reference to manufacturer or brand names this is a result of difficulties in specifying the product required. In these instances the phrase “or equivalent” is inferred. 

· Compliance with all the standards as regards health and safety, quality assurance and analytical protocols is expected.

· It is acknowledged that each Tender’s product line may differ from these specifications.  As such, each seller is free to propose variances from these specifications. Alternative proposals favourable to the Contracting Authority may be suggested. It is required, however, that, whenever a variance from these specifications occurs, the proposed item must meet or exceed the specified characteristics or level of performance.
· The award of any contract is subject to the successful tenderer meeting the required specification and standards as set out in the SRFT, Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. Should the required specification and standards not be met, the EPS reserves the right, in consultation with the Contracting Authority, to award any contract to the next highest-ranked Tenderer.

· If the evaluation outcome results in a tie between two or more Tenders, then the Tender with the highest score for the highest weighted criterion shall be deemed the most economically advantageous tender. If the score remains in a tie, the remaining criterion will be assessed by the highest weighted until there is no longer a tie.  If the score remains a tie after all criterion are assessed, the tenderers will be asked to submit a Best and Final Offer (BAFO).

A failure to answer question(s) may leave the contracting authority with insufficient information on which to base a thorough evaluation and in turn may result in loss of marks in respect of the relevant Award Criterion. Therefore, please ensure you complete ALL sections of this questionnaire.

The award of contract will be on the basis of the Most Economically Advantageous Tender received, in accordance with the detailed award criteria and weightings set out below. 

The lowest Ultimate Cost tender, will receive the maximum score achievable under this criterion.

	Pricing  Score = 
	Lowest Tendered Price x Max Points 

	


	Price of bid being evaluated

	



Responses for non-cost Award Criteria items will be scored using the following matrix:

	
	Scoring Methodology

	Score 
	Meaning 

	5 
	Excellent response that fully meets and exceeds the minimum requirements, and provides very comprehensive, detailed, and convincing assurance that the Tenderer will deliver to an excellent standard. 

	4 
	A very good response that meets the minimum requirements and exceeds them in some respects.  Response provides detailed assurance that the Tenderer will deliver to a very good or high standard. 

	3 
	A satisfactory response which demonstrates a reasonable understanding of minimum requirements and gives reasonable assurance of delivery to an adequate standard but does not provide sufficiently convincing assurance to award a higher mark. 

	2 
	A response where reservations exist. Lacks full credibility/convincing detail, and does not provide confidence to the Contracting Authority that the minimum required Goods and associated Services will be successfully delivered. 

	1 
	A response where serious reservations exist. This may be because, for example, insufficient detail is provided, or the response has fundamental flaws, or is seriously inadequate or seriously lacks credibility with a high risk of non-delivery. 

	0 
	 No response or partial response only and poor evidence provided in support of it: failure to meet the requirements. 

	
	Note: Scores will be awarded on the basis of whole numbers only. 


The Contracting Authority has set out below a Response Document to be used by all Tenderers. Tenderers must give their response to this request for tender by completing the questions as set out in the response section provided below. This document must be completed in full, providing sufficient information so as to facilitate the evaluation panel in evaluating your tender submission.

Any additional pages/information must be clearly marked with the Tenderers’ Name and the relevant heading indicated on each associated page. 

Please note it is not sufficient to state the information is contained in any brochures or technical information attached, although these may be referenced to provide additional clarity. In all cases keep the level of detail as concise and relevant as possible. Where a question asks for a description, please ensure the description is technical and relevant.  

The successful Tenderer must provide evidence which demonstrates and supports their ability to deliver the specified requirements in an optimal manner to the Contracting Authority. The following questions will be used to assess and score each Tenderer’s response.

It is acknowledged that some proposals may surpass the minimum requirements and, where details are clearly provided in Tenderers’ responses, marks will be awarded up to the maximum for each section. Failure to address a specific requirement will result in a nil score for that particular requirement.

Tenderers must ensure to provide all relevant information in each of the boxes outlined below.
Only information provided here and any referenced appendices will be considered in the evaluation process. 
Answers submitted will be evaluated based on the scoring mechanism and weightings as indicated below.
Yes/No answers will not suffice.






















	PASS/ FAIL Criteria

	Only tenderers who meet the requirements for the below qualifying criteria will be considered for inclusion in the award process.

	
Tenderers MUST confirm that they can meet ALL the requirements outlined in Section 3 ‘Summary of Requirements’ of this TRD.

This is a PASS/FAIL requirement.  Please confirm and detail.

	Confirm
(Yes / No)
	(Pass/Fail)
Insert Comment

	Note: Tenderers MUST meet the requirements above in order to avoid elimination





























Appendix 1: Specification & Supplier Response Section
Award Criterion – Quality of the Service to be delivered – 550 Marks available

	Sub-Criterion Q1 : Quality of the proposed method for delivering the service

	

	
Question 1:  Tenderers MUST provide a detailed description of the operations and resources to be deployed to meet the requirements and specifications outlined in Section 3 of this TRD ‘Summary of Requirements’.


	Tender Response:



























Award Criterion – Quality of the Service to be delivered

	Sub-Criterion Q2 : Quality of the Support Arrangements

	

	
Question 2:  Tenderers MUST provide a detailed description of the Support Arrangements in place for managing the relationship with the Contracting Authority, DAFM. 

	Tender Response:




























Award Criterion – Understanding of the Client’s requirements – 200 Marks available

	Sub-Criterion Q3: Understanding of the requirements of the tender 

	

	Question 3: Tenderers MUST provide a detailed description of their understanding of the requirements of the tender.

	Tender Response:
































This form MUST be completed and signed by an authorised officer of the tenderer’s organisation.  

This offer will remain open for acceptance by you for a period of 12 months from the date of deadline for submission of tenders. 
I/We acknowledge that you are not obliged to accept the lowest or any offer.
I/We undertake to deliver the service in accordance with the terms and conditions of the tender specification.   
I/We undertake to maintain full confidentiality with regard to all aspects of this tender process.   

	Signed:
	 
	Position:
	 

	Print Name:
	 
	Phone No: 
	 

	Company Name: 
	 
	Date:
	 

	Address: 
	 

	Email:
	 













[bookmark: _Toc87637027]Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule 

The Pricing Schedule provided in the Excel file attached must be completed.  
Please refer to the Excel document entitled;
AG1788C DAFM - Appendix 2 Pricing Schedule

Request for Tenders under Open OJEU Procedure for the Provision of Auxiliary Services for TB Eradication Programmes of the 
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine

Please submit in excel format.
The relevant Pricing Schedule must be completed in full, totalled, and returned as part of the Tender submission. Insert “n/a” in the fields that are not applicable and include additional rows where space provided is insufficient. 
Tenderers are reminded that the prices quoted must be in compliance with the requirements set out in paragraph 2.10 of this RFT, i.e.: they must be all-inclusive, fixed, expressed in Euro and exclusive of VAT. 
Any particulars and merits should be identified in the comments section to facilitate scoring under paragraph 3.3 Award Criteria.Note: Tenderers should note that the cost quoted per working cycle per service will be the contracted price in any contract awarded as a result of this RFT whether or not the number of cycles required is less or more than the estimated quantity stated with the exception of
(i)	Where a bank holiday occurs within a 12 day cycle (A - Badger Capture & Inspection), the contracted price will be reduced by 1/12 (pro rata) for the bank holiday if it commences instead on the Tuesday immediately after the Bank Holiday. 
(ii)	Where a bank holiday occurs within a 7 day cycle (B – Badger Vaccine Programme), the contracted price will be reduced by 1/7 (pro rata) for the bank holiday if it commences instead on the Tuesday immediately after the Bank Holiday.
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Tenderers are advised to ensure that their responses include ALL of the following information:

Section A – Selection Criteria


	1
	Sections A1 – A8 - must be fully completed & all relevant information attached.
	

	

	2
	Section A9 - Appendix 3 Tenderers’ Statement - must be fully completed on Tenderers’ headed notepaper and signed by the Tenderer
	

	

		3
	Section A10 - Appendix 4 Declaration as to Personal Circumstances of Tenderer – must   be fully completed & signed by the Tenderer.  This document MUST also be signed, stamped and dated by a Solicitor/ Commissioner for Oaths.
	





	

Section B – Tender Response

	

	4
	Appendix 1 – Specification & Supplier Response - Fully Completed & Signed by the Tenderer.
	

	

	5
	Appendix 2 - Pricing Schedule - (Separate Excel Document) Fully Completed & Signed by the Tenderer.
	

	

	6
	All other relevant information as required in accordance with this Tender Document
	





The above checklist is for guidance purposes only; DAFM will not accept any responsibility for omissions from this checklist.

Tenderers are advised to read all tender documentation and appendices in full in order to provide a comprehensive response.





Document end
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