

Circulars from 2023 relating to afforestation:
1. Circular 01 of 2023 Native species mix and broadleaf clarifications
1. Circular 02 of 2023 Stocking rate change for broadleaves
1. Circular 03 of 2023 Planting FT11&12 under Interim Afforestation Scheme (via general de minimis)
1. Circular 6 of 2023 Form 2 submission under interim Afforestation and Roads schemes
1. Circular 08 of 2023 - Requirement for Habitat Map for Afforestation applications
1. Circular 10 of 2023 Closure of Interim Afforestation Scheme (via General De Minimis)
1. Circular 13 of 2023 Opt in to new Afforestation Scheme 2023-2027
1. Circular 14 of 2023 Launch of Afforestation Scheme 2023-2027
1. Circular 16 of 2023 – Opt-in to New Afforestation Scheme 2023-2027 for valid licence holders
1. Circular 17 of 2023 Updated FSAuth forms
1. Circular 18 of 2023 Deer Tree Shelter Hare and Deer Fencing Scheme
1. Circular 19 of 2023 - Financial Approvals
1. Circular 23 of 2023 - Site Notice Amendment
1. Circular 25 of 2023 Native Woodland Creation and Oak
1. Circular 28 of 2023 - Forestry Licence Decisions now exclusively on the Forestry Licence

Circulars from 2024 (to date) relating to afforestation:
1. Circular 2 of 2024 - Changes to Environmental Requirements for Afforestation
1. Circular 3 of 2024 Clarification on Agroforestry and Organo-mineral Soils
1. Circular 5 of 2024 Licence Tracker
1. Circular 6 of 2024 Pre-Application Discussion (PAD)
1. Circular 7 of 2024 Update on Requirements under Forestry Programme 2023 – 2027 (please note, this circular included the following: Land Types for Afforestation: Soil & Fertility (June 2024); Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (June 2024); Breeding Wader Assessment Report; Breeding Wader Habitat Suitability Report: Hen Harrier Site Inspection Form; HNVF Fieldcards and Sample Plots June 2024; and HNVF Field Report Template June 2024.
1. Circular 12 of 2024 Site Notice Amendment
1. Circular 13 of 2024 Financial Approvals

District Inspectors
Regarding the Afforestation Scheme, in addition to all of the above, District Inspectors are guided principally by Standard Operating Procedures, including the following (both attached):
1. AFFOR Environmental Considerations SOP for Forestry Inspectors v22Sept23
1. AFFOR EIA Screening SOP for Forestry Inspectors v22Sept23
Periodic office notes are also released by the Senior Inspector to staff, dealing with various issues. These include the following, saved in the attached document ‘Office Notes’:
1. Office Note 21/02/2024 Policy in relation to Refusal of Applications
1. Office Note 14/02/2024 - Relying on Information from the applicant
1. Office Note 13/2/2024 - Revised section ‘Other biodiversity considerations’ in the Environmental Requirements for Afforestation
1. Office Note 13/02/2024 (2)  Revision of screening procedures for District Inspectors
1. Office Note 19/12/24 - Licence applications & Gas Network Referrals
1. Office Note 13 / 12 / 2024 - PQ Response  - Ash dieback as special case  - Conversion to agroforestry


