MEMORANDUM


	To:   Michael Geaney
         A/ Director of Services
         Water & Environment Services
	From: Michael Boland
              Exec. Scientist
           Waste Management Section

	Date:  31st May 2016

	c.c.     Bryan Doyle and Aoife Cashman

	

	Subject:	Asbestos in Ballinclare Quarry – MEMO 3





A meeting was held on Monday 30th May 2016 with Kilsaran to receive an update on the asbestos issue and to discuss possible actions required for the protection of health and the environment. The meeting was attended by Dermot McKeown (Chairman & CEO Kilsaran), Mr David McKeown (Director Kilsaran), Tom McCarthy (Chief Financial Officer), Fergus Cullen (Planning & Environmental Manager), Ms Teri Hayes (Director AWN Consulting) and Mr John Kelleher (ASL) on behalf of Kilsaran and Michael Geaney and Michael Boland on behalf of the Council.

Teri Hayes on behalf of Kilsaran updated WCC on the current status of the asbestos problem.  The problem can be divided into issues: (1) the quarry, and (2) the potential asbestos bearing material that had been delivered to sites in north Wicklow and south Dublin in recent weeks.  

(1) AWN and ASL have completed a programme of soil, dust and air quality sampling in the quarry and the full results have not yet been obtained from the laboratories. Aerial photographs were taken last weekend to provide an up to date image of the quarry.  The preliminary results indicate that there is no evidence of airborne asbestos dust present. A geologist from SLR Consulting will commence a geological assessment of the quarry on Wednesday 1st June 2016.  A full report will be produced when all the results are obtained later this week.  The site had also been inspected by a member of the HSA.
(2) Kilsaran has identified that 2,739.39 tonnes of potential asbestos bearing rock product has been delivered to 18 sites in north Wicklow and south Dublin.    Teri Hayes gave a review of eight of the sites where the material has been spread but not yet encased by concrete or asphalt.  She outlined the investigations completed to date, the measures put in place to secure the sites in the short term and of the proposals to remove the material from the sites. The eight sites were:
· A hard core area and driveway around a house in Kilcoole.
· A cycle pathway and infill in some houses in Greystones.
· A hard core surface in Redcross.
· A service track at a driving range in Stepaside in Co. Dublin.
· A pathway in Glendale, Greystones.
· A driveway to a house in Litchfield, Killarney Road, Bray.  This has been covered with asphalt.
· The forecourt of a new petrol station in Newtownmountkennedy.
· A site in Bromley, Kilpedder.

At each of the sites, the potential asbestos bearing rock has been examined, air and soil samples collected and the material has been covered to secure it until it is removed from the area.  Each site had also been inspected by the HSA.  Kilsaran indicated that the HSA would be agreeable to the asbestos bearing rock being removed from these sites and could give approval fairly promptly after they received and approved detailed methodologies for each site.
.
Kilsaran then outlined the proposed remediation option for the asbestos material.  The recently blasted asbestos bearing rock and stockpile in the quarry will be left in the quarry.  This will probably be classified as a Category A  “waste facility” as defined in the Waste Management (Management of Extractive Industry Waste) Regulation 2009.  This will require to be licensed by the EPA. The delivered rock at the 8 sites outlined above will be returned to their place of origin in the quarry.  All the material will then be covered to eliminate any potential health and environmental risk.  The details of the covering will be agreed with the EPA.  Decisions on what to do with the other sites where the material has been encased by concrete or asphalt will have to be made later.

The mechanism by which these actions may be undertaken were discussed.  Kilsaran has been advised that a Notice under Sections 55 and 56 of the Waste Management Act 1996 would be required.  WCC said that it would discuss the issue with the EPA as ultimately a licence for a Category A extractive industry waste would be required from the Agency.  

In addition, it was agreed that Kilsaran / AWN would contact the HSE with regards to the issues relating to the asbestos in the quarry and the 18 sites.  Kilsaran would also contact each of the houses in the surrounding area to the quarry to brief them on the issues. 


END
