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04/02/2024

Right To Know	

25 Herbert Place, Dublin 2


Re: AIE request AIE.25.032


Dear Sir/Madam,

I refer to your request for information under the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018. You requested the following:

details of DAFM inspections at the following site: Ballinalee Pig Farm, Longford.
Please include dates of inspections for 2023-2024.
Please include inspectors’ reports, including any photographs, notes or other reports for the period 2023-24.


A final decision on your request was made today by the undersigned.  I can be contacted by telephone on 0719682085 and will seek to answer any questions you may have regarding your request.

Having considered your request, my decision is to refuse you access to the     information sought.

Access to information sought is refused in accordance with Article 9(1), which provides as follows:
 
9. (1) A public authority may refuse to make available environmental information where disclosure of the information requested would adversely affect— (c) commercial or industrial confidentiality, where such confidentiality is provided for in national or Community law to protect a legitimate economic interest.

Details of inspections are commercially sensitive and are therefore not for release. 
In arriving at a decision on your request, I confirm that I have had regard to the provisions of Article 10 of the Regulations, as a decision to refuse to disclose information under Articles 8 and/or 9 must not be taken in isolation from the relevant provisions in Article 10. 
In line with Article 10(3), my deliberations have included weighing the public interest served by disclosure against the interest served by refusal. I have decided that, on balance, the public interest in this case is best served by withholding this information.
 
If for any reason you wish to appeal this decision you may do so by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Pavilion A, Grattan Business Centre, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 K857. You may also submit your appeal by e-mail to: foi@agriculture.gov.ie. You must make your appeal within one month of this notification. 

Yours sincerely,


__________________________
Renato Pizzi SVI  
Drumshanbo RVO 
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An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara
Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine











