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Land Use Review
The Government will undertake a national land use

@D 2 "f/":{;\
ah/

Programme review, including farmland, forests, and peatlands, so that
optimal land use options inform all relevant government
for Government " ptions Pvant g |

decisions. lhe review will balance environmental, social,
Qur Shared Future and economic considerations and involve a process of
evaluation of the ecological characteristics of the land. It will
include consideration of emissions to air and water, carbon
sequestration, and climate adaptation challenges. Policy co-
benefits, such as rewetting or forest regrowth to mitigate
flooding risks in river catchments, will be considered. All
stakeholders will be consulted. Such a review would allow
knowledge transfer to policymakers, advisory services, and
landowners, to assist farmers in making an informed choice
as to how best to use their land, while also benefiting from
available supports and incentives.

https://iwww.gov.le/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/130911/fe93e24e-dfe0-40ff-9934-
def2b44b7b52.pdi#page=null
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Socio-Economic Dimensions of Land Use, Synthesis Report

Financial Instruments and Land Use




| and Use Review Phase 1
19 No. Recommendations

Monitoring: recommendations to develop monitoring networks to collect or expand
the data available.

9 Mapping capability: recommendations to maintain and develop the suite of spatial
data to support decisions, and to invest in Ireland’s ability to generate this data.

Design and application of evidence: recommendations that require a new approach

"' to how we use or structure our evidence. This could include a new set of indicators
' or combining our data in new ways such as models or strategic maps.

https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f272c-land-use-review-phase-1/
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https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/f272c-land-use-review-phase-1/

- Land Use
Review

Landcover

Residential Refers to what is physically present on the Earths Surface,
it can be identified and mapped from imagery

Commercial l l

Building Brn::rlee:tved

Buildings are a landcover Broadleaved forests are a
Public type with one or many uses landcover with one or many
like a residence, commercial uses like commercial
unit, public services or forestry, as a recreational
industrial activity area or as a natural area

Commercial

Forestry

Services

Landuse

Refers to an activity at a location with an environmental, economic or
social use, it is usually a result of some human intervention

Figure 4_1: Understanding the difference between land cover and land use

https://www.qgov.ie/en/publication/f272c-land-use-review-phase-1/
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| and Use Review - Phase 2

Phase 2 commenced in October 2023 ————

Figure 1 Governance and delivery structure for the Land-use Review

Established governance framework: ———

Heritage and Electoral Reform

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications; the Minster for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; and the Minister of State for

Qversight Group

Chair Geraldine Tallon, Mark Scott, Rory O’'Donnell

Departments : Bill Callanan (DAFM), Brian Carroll (DECC), Niall O'Donnchu (DHLGH)

*  Technical Working Group

Richard Blanc DECC

(Chair: Prof Mark Scott) Technical Working Group

Citizen Engagement Working Group
Chair Rory O’'Donnell

Departmental Support Group
DECC: Richard Blanc, David Dodd, Marc Kierans

»  Citizen Engagement Working Group |

DAFM: Oliver Molloy, Catherine Dunbar, Philip Blackwell, Tom Medlycott

(Chair: Dr. Rory O’ Donnell) T —
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LUR Phase 2 — Land Use Policy Survey

 MS Teams Survey Issued to all
government departments — October to
November 2023

» Purpose of survey to gather further
Information and contacts on
plans/policies/strategies with a Land use
ask to feed into LUR Phase 2

* 48 Questions

* 68 responses across Gov Depts/agencies

9 An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeraide agus Cumarsaide | Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications

1. Your Department

More Details

@ Department of Agriculture, Foo... 11
@ Department of Children, Equalit... 1
@ Department of Defence 1
@ Department of Education 0
@ Department of Enterprise, Trade... 5
@ Department of Envirenment, Cli... 7

12
@ Depariment of Finance 1 .
@ Department of Foreign Affairs 1 14
@ Department of Further and High... 1 12
@ Department of Health 0 10
@ Department of Housing, Local G... 18 ij}

o

@ Department of Justice 0 4
@ Department of Public Expenditu... 1 2 I
@ Department of Rural and Comm... 2 o e HEE n I
@ Department of Social Protection 0
@ Department of the Taoiseach 0
. Department of Tourism, Culture,... 0
@ CDepartment of Transport 7
@ other 10

Rialtas na h]:?in_.'.mn
Government of Ioeland

Land-use Review policies and measures, survey
2023 3.

Please use this form to tell us about your initiatives - polices, strategies, and measures - that have a land use ask, for
example land take for schools, transport links and heritage. These returns will be used to inform the delivery of the
second phase of the Land-use Review as committed to by the Program for Government.

Replies go to the Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications.

Helpdesk available at lur@decc.gov.ie

*Please complete one form per initiative®

There is 2 4,000 character limit on text responses
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Forestry

Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine

:.." =t
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AMBITION FOR
FOREST CREATION

FURELAND'S
FOREST

P STRATEGY

2023-2030 £\

Percentage Forestry

[ |28-65%
P BE-121%

Forestry levels in 1000BC - B 2100

11 An Roinn Cc

(Data sources: DAFM and LUR Phase 1)

Figure 2.20: Percentage forestry land use in each county, 2017

Figure 3: Forest cover in Ireland



Agriculture

Food Vision 2030 . Target examples;

° Supporting an increase In area of tillage to 400,000 ha Food Vision
e Incentivising an increase in the level of organic farming to 2030
4501000 ha (10%) by 2030 /S\u\g\ica)irrlgl:%liagoe;!JnSystems

o Viable and resilient primary producers with enhanced wellbeing.

. Contribute to the delivery of the land use, land-use change and
forestry (LULUCF) targets for afforestation and reduced
management intensity of organic solls Agri-

Climate
Rural

ACRES (replaces GLAS under new CAP)
- ACRES General and ACRES Cooperation ;
- targeted and general actions Environment ' ‘ (\>H
- Three TIERS of actions e.g. low input — N ANVATKIREY
grassland, planting new hedgerow, riparian buffer strips e e et

East Southeast - The Hen Harrier Project Limit

Mid-West Southern Uplands e Hen H.

North Connaught Ulster - The Hen Harrier Project Limited

rthwest Connaught - Wetland Services Ireland
South Mayo Connemara - Wetland Services Ireland

West Cork Kerry - South Kerry Development Partnership
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(Data sources:. DAFM)




B I O m et h a.n e ‘susiness as Usual .

Slurry BAU
o 0
& ?1;' Rialtas na hEireann
*.__V;:}i__.-’ Government of Ireland - 0.10-0.14 0o

-0.20

30 - 0.59 &
60 -0.99
00 -1.99
00 -2.99

Ireland’s Draft National
Biomethane Strategy

—_— ! ---lb;_. : S5 n.---v. . N ’;'V:_E“m:’ ?‘ - 1 :
January 2024 ‘ : & B T

Prepared by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine in

partnership with Department of Environment, Climate and Communications

qov.ie

Draft Biomethane Strategy " -
Climate Action Plan 2024 - 5.7 TWh Target by 2030 o
~120,000 ha land needed for silage for AD plants
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(Data sources: CAP24, DECC and https://www.seal.le/data-and-insights/national-heat-study/sustainable-bioenergy-for/



https://www.seai.ie/data-and-insights/national-heat-study/sustainable-bioenergy-for/

feie/

Rialtas na hEireann
(o]

R ble E o
e n eW a e n e r g y sea'i BNy Wind Mapping System 1 Solar Atlas E;‘/

Government of Ireland e N
o Dersy 9% ﬁ\ 3 %’E )
° Londonderry /\ '9\ - '
P 3 (,, R ‘ _e

B QII‘Q&IV )

Climate Action Plan 2024

{E}t T-EI"HE'IE e Wind Generators (as of Q42023) MEC (M0
e Status
Connected
I R :
Henewable ElE[iI'I[:I[]F Share RO% a0%; . Contracted
Onshore Wind b6 GW 9GW \ '
Solar Upto 5 GW 8 GW
Oftshore Wind - At least 5 GW

ynment, (

(Data sources: CAP 2023 https://gis.seal.ie/solar/ https://gis.seal.le/wind/)


https://gis.seai.ie/solar/
https://gis.seai.ie/wind/

Natural Heritage (blodiversity) T

Special Protection Areas or
Natur, B

and Built Heritage S —

160,000 known archaeological sites and
monuments across Ireland, protected under
national monument and planning legislation

87,000 hectares across six national parks and
more than eighty nature reserves

 Natural and built heritage are important for

Ireland’s 4th National

Biodiversity Action Plan
2023-2030

tourism |
*  85% of our EU-protected habitats are in o
unfavourable status, with almost half (46%) r
demonstrating ongoing declines *
*  Nature Restoration Law pending and National Figue3
Restoration Plan by 2026 i
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Data sources: NPWS, DHLGH



https://www.grida.no/resources/12546

I I l g‘i'\g Rialtas na hEireann
b A Government of Ireland
N7y

» Peatland cover 6.5% of Land cover nationally (LUR P1) Climate Action Plan 2024

 Enhanced Decommissioning, Rehabilitation and
Restoration Scheme (EDRRS) aims to rehabilitate
approx 33,000 ha of peatlands, across 82 Bord na Ména
bogs, previously used for peat extraction for electricity
generation (CAP 24)

» Additional 30,000 ha exploited peat rehabilitated (CAP
24)

 EU LIFE Peatlands and People project (€10 million )

» Midlands Carbon Catchment Study on farmed peat
solls....

16 An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara | Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

)ata sources: https://www.grida.no/resources/12546 Connolly et al 2009, CSO, CAP24, LUR Phase 1



https://www.grida.no/resources/12546
https://www.grida.no/resources/12546%20Connolly%20et%20al%202009
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°® Land Use
Review

Ongoing work — Land Use Policies

» Continuing follow up with Departments and Agencies

* Policy iInformation feeding into Land use and Climate modelling
* Policy Information feeding into Geo-spatial analysis

* Include relevant outputs in LUR Phase 2 Final report

 Liaise with relevant groups such as Land Use Forum etc, Nature
Restoration Law etc .
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Mational Climate Modelling

SEAI
National
Energy
Statistics
System

Electricity system
(PLEXOS)

Energy Efficiency/
HEAT module

Inputs /

Transport module outputs

Infrastructure module

National Energy Modelling
Framework (NEMF) - SEAI

Cost Benefit Analysis
module

Economic and Social Reseirch
(ESRI)

Core Structural
Model (COSMO)

Ireland
Environment
Energy Economy
(13E)

ESRI Switch

Inputs /
outputs

NTA Regional Modelling System

Mational
Demand
Forecasting
model

(NDFM)

Regional
Multi-
modal

models
(RMM)

Post-

processing
tools

Mational Emissions
Inventory

Mational Emissions
Projections

Policies and Measures
reporting

Quarterly Emissions
Indicators

Vehicle Emissions
(COPERT)

LULUCF Spatial
Mapping

MapElre Emissions
Spatial Mapping

Met Eireann

OPW CFRAMSs

MIKE
Models

TRANSLATE

Via Drainage area Plan
Models

ICARUS — ima'tE
Sensitive
Catchments

" Rainfall Runoff

c. nsultation

Inputs /
outputs

Water Resource: Aquator

[

A

N\
N

To DOSEMD

Inputs /
outputs

WY dLET LErmana. Juppy Jf
Demand Balance

-

TIMES Ireland Model (TN,

McKinsey Via Electricity system (PLEXOS)
analysis consultation
& MACC

LEAP & Simulation Models

Legend

Buildings

onenTe (Carstock)

Mobility —

(IPTEM)

University College Cork (UCC)

Stock Model

PLEXO5

Tomorrows

Energy
Scenarios

NUI Maynooth

Models

&
E-
m
2
[P
=]
e
=
o
3
=
=

GOBLIN
LULUCF

(Data sources: Dept of Taoiseach, SEAI)



°® Land Use
Review

Ongoing work — Land Use Policies
* Continuing follow up with Departments and Agencies
* Progress Technical Working group and Stakeholder Engagement meetings and
outputs
* Progress LUR Phase 1 Recommendations
* Policy information feeding into Land use and Climate modelling
* Policy information feeding into Geo-spatial analysis
* Progress LUR FTP and other Research Projects
- FTPs — 1/Green Finance 2/Land Owner
- Role of public land/ History of Land Use In Ireland

- Include relevant outputs in LUR Phase 2 Final report for Q1 2025
» Liaise with relevant groups such as Land Use Forum, Nature Restoration Law,
Climate modelling group etc .

20 An Roinn Comhshaoil, Aeraide agus Cumarsaide | Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications



.@’i‘-:-.,:. 2R
,_ || e

Ili Ar’
7,
' ”//‘1’}
"'m'. ' //l %
'//A|r
=

°® Land Use
Review

Go railbh maith agaibh

lur@decc.qgov.le

Marc.kierans@decc.gov.le
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