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23rd July, 2025

Via email to: neilfoulkes62@gmail.com

Re: AIE-053-2025
Dear Mr. Foulkes,
I refer to the request you made under the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 (S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 2011, S.I. 615 of 2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to as the AIE Regulations) for access to information held by the this Department relating to: 

‘Information held by or for the NPWS related to forestry project CN90607.’

Summary of Decision
[bookmark: _GoBack]I made a decision on your request on 23rd July, 2025. I have identified 9 records which relate to your request. I have decided that you should be granted access in full to all 9 records. 
Records 1, 2, 3, 8 and 9 are publicly available on the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Forest Service, Forestry Licence Viewer, however, for ease of reference I have attached them for you. 
As agreed in previous correspondence with you regarding receiving records in a format compatible with assistive technology, I have provided where possible documents in Microsoft Word format. Therefore, this decision letter and the schedule of records have been attached in Word format along with records 1, 7 & 8. Records 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 are documents sent to NPWS by the Forest Service and therefore I am releasing them in the format NPWS received them in. Record 9 is attached in PDF format as it was issued to the Forest Service by NPWS in this format, however, as stated above this document is publicly available on the Forestry Licence Viewer.
Public Interest 
In reaching the decision on your request, for the purposes of Article 10(3) and 10(4) of the AIE Regulations, I have weighed the public interest served by disclosure against the interest served by refusal of your request. I have considered the public interest issues which arise in this case and have taken the following factors into account:

· the public interest in the Department being able to perform our functions effectively;
· the public interest in increasing the openness and transparency in the conduct of public business in particular in an area of such public importance;
· the public interest in members of the public exercising their rights under the AIE Regulations in order to enhance their understanding of the reasons for courses of actions taken by a public body;
· the public interest in the protection of the environment;
· the public interest in the Department being able to carry out its functions in a collaborative manner with stakeholders with regard to environmental issues.
In balancing these factors as set out above, I considered that the public interest would be best served by releasing all 9 records in full.

Schedule of Records
I have attached a schedule of records with this letter. This lists the 9 records that I consider relevant to your request. It provides a brief description of each record and the decision I have made on each record. 

Charges
I wish to advise you that a fee is not being charged in respect of the cost of the search and retrieval of the records concerned.

Right of Review
Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of this decision. An internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a member of the staff of this Department, unconnected with the original decision, of the same or higher rank than the original decision-maker, who may affirm, vary or annul the original decision.  
If you wish to request an internal review, you can do so by writing to aie@housing.gov.ie, referring to this decision, quoting the AIE reference number. This request must be made within one month of the date of receipt of this decision. The decision of an internal review will be communicated to you within one month of receipt of your request for an internal review. Please contact me at Julie.sullivan@npws.gov.ie if I can assist you in any matter relating to your request.
Yours sincerely,
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Julie Sullivan
Assistant Principal Officer
Bóthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90
Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 AP90
AIE@housing.gov.ie
www.housing.gov.ie
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An Roinn Tithiochta,

Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage





