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FLOOD FORECAST PRODUCTS

As part of Stage 1 of the NFFWS a Communication Strategy was 
developed. It recommended the following:

1. Products that the FFC would issue at the end of Stage 1.

2. Development of a system to allow key stakeholders to visualise 
flood and weather observations and forecasts as well as a means 
to disseminate these products to the stakeholders.

3. Development of the Severe Weather Flood Liaison Manager 
(SWFLM) network. SWFLM members control the flow of 
products from the FFC into the LA.
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FFC PRODUCTS

Daily Flood Guidance Statement 

Communicate forecast flood 
conditions for a 3-day period.

Gives an indication of the risk level 
for each flood type for the next three 
days.

Also provides the context behind the 
classifications etc.
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FFC PRODUCTS

5-day flood guidance statement

Communicate forecast flood 
conditions for a 5-day period 

Issued on Tuesdays and Fridays 

This is more of a 
heads-up to key stakeholders
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FFC PRODUCTS

Operational Updates: 

A series of products to provide 
details and further explain 
forecasted and observed conditions

Other examples show the 
classification of flow at river gauges
i.e. below 95 percentile or above 
LMED
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FFC PRODUCTS

Advisory or High Tide Advisory

The Advisory is a signal to key 
stakeholders that we are 
entering a period of heightened
flood risk.

The High Tide Advisory will be
a similar product to the current 
OPW HTA with some 
additional content.
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IFICS

The Irish Flood Integrated Communication System (IFICS) is a 
visualisation and dissemination system. It has the following roles:

1. Allow FFC hydro-meteorologists to prepare and issue the 
various products to key stakeholders

2. Allow key stakeholders to view flood forecasts and the various 
products as well 

3. Allow users to access all flood forecast information in one portal 
which will be used during NECG briefings
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WHAT WILL THE FFC DO

As the end of Stage 1 the FFC will:

1. Maintain a flood watch for sources of flooding from rivers and 
coast on a National and Catchment level

2. Maintain and operate fluvial and coastal flood forecast models

3. Issue the Products to key stakeholders – LA, NDFEM, OPW and 
other Government bodies

4. Maintain the SWFLM forum
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WHAT WILL THE FFC NOT DO

As the end of Stage 1 the FFC will not:

1. Maintain a flood watch for other sources of flooding such as 
ground water i.e. only fluvial and coastal

2. Produce forecasts at a sub-catchment level

3. Issue the Products to the Public
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Note that this are products have not been agreed and are on hold 
as the Communications Strategy for the Stage 1 of the NFFWS has 

not been signed off.
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