Birds Directive
ruling could curb
silage mowing
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Farm activities such as “mow
i anid ploaghing* could be
restricied in sume bocations
diiriig the broeding and nisi-
img seasom following 2 contro-
verskal Furngiean Cour ol Jus-
tice [ L)) interpretation of the
Bipids Threcine, the ational
Farks and Wildlile Service
[ P b vwearned

The chear-felling of lorestry
during hirds' nesting seasan
will alse be in the lirireg line as
nresidhtal die FOJ judgement

Biideed, il coisd's [midiiig
threaben io make awsde rarge
il Pt i bind-iase amd out-
doir activities - even drnang
dcat - podeitkally bncopmpsin-
ible wath EU law, the MIMWS
malradied

The B} mling relaves o
I june sty s oo bebsll

af the Estonizn Enviccaimena
H_lull:l agulnsl hixtal ey
fizms
Legriehks ik

The injunctions sought the
suspretision of forest Telling vg-
eragicins at v sites in arder
et Isird teeeding. The
ctions were appeaked to
the Estedilan Supreme Colr,
bl berimg Feeard by the FOL

In s jl.lﬂy‘rmrnl last iz
termun, the EC) e livered a strice
Ineerpretarinm of the nopan of
deliheratenesain the comiestal
Article s of the Birds Dineciive

Artiche & of tlve Birds Dimee-
tive sznres thar “The oo :
viabior al {he apecies
hirds namarally ocewnm
the Eniivpiean tetiitory of e
Member States |s necesary m
order b sitadin Uie {Euroge-
an| Commumnity’s objectives
roganiling the limpravement

g En

In sirder i comm ply with Ar
elele g, the fpeetive gicohilbils
activaises which resualt in the
capiaie, killimg o disiuabance
al birds, ar damage 1o their
fEsls

Claar-felilng
However, the EC['s rufing on
ghe Estosnbam case, mseares that
any actvities, such as lorestry
clear-lelling, whishdo not di-
recthy amne o capture, kill ar
dismrtbinds, may face righter
rewrictinees dunng the nesting
sl reariveg seasnn became it
v scoepled that harm is likely
eoresulr from the carmying aut
al that activily

The EL) pud gement cantends
et Article 5 of the Bivds Di-
mective muni be imerpreted o
mneanlieg Ui Ly distusbsan-
ey, particularly during the pe
whonil iof bareeding and rearing,
must be *prohibited in so far
as rhey winshid hive o slgnili-

10m extra cattle slaughtered in
Mercosur countries in last four years
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Brasil, Argentina, Paraguay
amd  Unugpaay  slaughiered
4RSI calile in 20y, ap 4%
year oy yeas aned usp 274 on the
il lenti ks ages i e Thie
ervosur kill has increased by
voniy By e Bast [osar vears
with much of this increased

prosduction destined for es-
port markets

Facuzing om Braeil H slaugh-
iered an extra LHm caitle in
sy whien companed with
202y, mare than the natson.
a1 Irish kill in a2y

Bzl skaoghiered just aver
ponm eatthe b doas inapginnaxl
inapproved slaughter plants
Argentiv sow i slghn reduic-
o im ks mationad kil tooresm

cattle, down 2.4% oo ibe 02y
Eigure.

Mearwhile beel production
in brefand, the UK and Europe
cumtimies {io stognate.

The news comes as the Eu-
mapeian Farliament soded on
Wednesday to requess the
Furvgean Conil of Jisfice 1o
assess whether the EL-Mercn
ST agres el s i oo foriing
writh ehe ELJ ereaties

& wiricd interprelaiion of tha

and farestry.

vant effect on the alsjecrive
of maintaining populations
i hird speckes ar a sarisfac-
imry bevel or adapting them
1o that kevel”

State ggencies are now
serammibling io aaes the legml
Inpicobiiisal ihe T mling

In irs subimilssion an the
Jirthzement, the NI™WS pt-
i iy recognised that

gt perureddes o sEHiE bn-
tespretation of the notsan of
defibetureness in e coite
of Article 5 of the Birds Canec
i, il it s monw el

{irective could hive sericus mplications for farming

nok st thise pctivines which
hinve i their purpose the capr
ware, killing and dissurbance
ol birds or the destroction of
arclamage to el nests, bue
alisn thavse artivities which do
nist have rhis as thelr expres
piarjicese.”

The KIS claimed that o
coamnimission giaidanee discu-
ment on the mling provided
a raige ol enam ples od a
can now fall within
TR |||:rr|-| Artiche 5

This imclusded “regudar farms

i perivivies sugh s i g

and plosughing, vehicles cal-
lading with birds. renevwabde
enenrydevelnpment and the
disturbiznoe of non-hatable
birds wheen handing”™,

“The interpretation of the
calmt apipears b make o wide
v ol rovtine laiel-cve and
oubdoar acivities - yuch o
driviig o car, ivowlng, foi-
eitry, or wildlife manage-
ment activities - potentlakly
imcnmpatiblevwith BU law, even
whiere Uit s i Inlemstion (o
biamm bird species,” the NIMWS
il e
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